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ON SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES. 


[{ Continued from page 7.) 

The fulfilment of prophesy is an- 
other subject of great interest which 
the Bible affords us. A fondness for 
the marvellous is a striking feature 
in the human mind. We listen with 
fixed and unwearied attention to re- 
lations of supernatural occurrences, 
even where it would require no un- 
common share of acuteness to de- 
tect the imposition. Any remarka- 
ble coincidence between some cas- 
ual expression or some idle dream, 
and a future event is never suffered 
to pass unobserved. Yet there are 
few but would be ashamed to con- 
fess they believed in any supernatu- 
ral connection between them.. If 
then so much interest can be excit- 
ed with regard to things acknow- 
ledged within the bounds of nature’s 
operations—how should the wonder- 
ful visions and prophecies of old, 
many already completely fulfilled 
and many daily fulfilling, absorb our 
profoundest attention! Some at the 

. day are so prejudiced or so 

Eiind, that they will not or cannot see 

that the prophecies really relate to 

the facts with which they are usu- 
~ Vor. V...No. 2—E 








ally connected. They complain of 
the obscurity of the prophetic lan- 
guage. In short, they would have 
it as plain as a history written after 
the fulfilment. Had this been done 
it would now be asserted by infidel 
objectors, that the fulfilment had 
been accommodated to the predic- 
tions. This complaint of obscurity 
did not occur to the ancient adversa- 
ries of the truth. The learned Por- 
phyry, in the third century, was so 
struck with the coincidence between 
the prophecies of Daniel and_ the 
history of Alexander’s successors, 
that he asserted they were written 
by some person in India about the 
time of Antiochus Epiphanes. To 
him the matter was so plain that he 
could get over it only by endeavour- 
ing to disprove the genuineness of 
the book. And how foolish are those 
politicians, who in marking the signs 
of the times, attend only to battles 
and sieges and discussions in the 
cabinets of princes, without consid- 
ering those sure and steady opera- 
tions which are working a change 
in the character of nations and are 
bringing about the fulfilment of the 

lorious prophecy that “the whole 

arth shall be filled with the know- 
ledge of God.” 
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Already are the bonds of super- 
Stition giving way inthe East, Mul- 
titudes who had long lain shackled 
by its power have been released.— 
Fifty native Converts now preach 
the truths of the Gospel to their be- 
nighted countrymen. The name of 
Cast, which, for so many ages has 
held them in a state of debasement 
as it were by a magic influence and 
has proved such an obstacle to the 
march of mind, is beginning to be 
despised.—The inhabitants of the 
Islands of the South Sea have sunk 
their Idols in the depths of its waters. 
With anxious diligence they are 
seeking instruction in the arts of 
civilized life, and the time is probably 
not very distant when they will be- 
gin to take their stand among more 
enlightened nations. Even Africa, 
poor, injured Africa, shows herself 
sensible to the vivifying and enlight- 
ening rays which an unwonted hu- 
manity is extending to her shores. 
And is it wise, in viewing the state 
of the world, to neglect altogether 
that volume in which these blessed 
events are plainly marked out! The 
wisdom of the wise will surely de- 
ceive them, unless due attention be 
given to the declarations of the Pro- 
phets. How great a gratification 
may.be derived by every serious 
mind from the sacred pages, while 
it is occupied with the glowing de- 
scriptions there given of the things 
now daily exhibiting to the world! 


What in the whole range of human. 


literature ought to awaken so deep, 
so abiding an interest ? 

The tracts which compose the 
volume of the New Testament, tho’ 
their authors were for the most 
part unlearned men, are also highly 
deserving of frequent perusal, mere- 
Jy on the ground of their literary 
merits. It would be difficult to find 
among profane writers, historical 
facts detailed with so much charm- 
ing simplicity as they are by the four 
Evangelists. The discourses and 
parables of our Lord are the most 
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perfect and beautiful models of mo- 
ral instruction. In the Epistles of 
St. Paul, we have constant proofs 
of a vigorous and cultivated mind, 
and all the interest which flows from 
an author’s engagedness in his sub- 
ject. We shall not wonder, if we 
sufficiently acquaint ourselves with 
these sacred letters, and with his 
addresses before heathen tribunals, 
as recorded in the book of Acts, that 
he should have been ranked by Lon- 
ginus among the most eminent ora- 
tors of antiquity. ; 

As another evidence of the intel- 
lectual value of the Sacred Oracles, 
we might adduce the influence they 
have had upon merely human litera- 
ture. From this perennial fount 
how many highly gifted and cele- 
brated authors have deeply drank? 
Among others we might instance 
the Bard, who in entering upon his 
great work (the glory and boast of 
our language, ) sought the aid of 
that 

—‘heav’nly Muse, that on the secret 


to 

“Of Oreb or of Sinai did inspire 

“That shepherd who first taught the 

chosen seed, 

“In the beginning how the Heavens 

and Earth 

“Rose out of Chaos.”— 

Cowper too, who may emphati- 
cally be styled the Gospel Poet, in 
every page evinces with what suc- 
cess he had applied to the Scrip- 
tures. It were needless to multi- 
ply names, for they will easily sug- 
gest themselves to every reader. 
But we cannot forbear remarking 
that not unfrequently those who are 
opposed to the Records of our Faith, 
have been greatly indebted to them 
for some of the principal beauties 
in their own performances. Even 
the profligate Byron more than once 
has found it pista to adorn his 

ages with “a gem of purest ray 
a from ice inetthanastihie 
mines. To cite no others,—in one 
of his latest, ablest and least ex- 
ceptionable productions, “The Pro- 
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phecy of Dante,” he has introduced 
the banished Italian Bard using to- 
wards his ungrateful native City, 
the same beautiful and tender expos- 
tulation addressed by the Saviour to 
Jerusalem. Had it been original 
we should pronounce it one of the 
finest effusions that has flowed from 
his pen. The recollection however 
of him by whom it was first pro- 
nounced, and the subject which oc- 
easioned it, diminish the pleasure 
we should otherwise feel, when we 
find it used by a mere mortal, and on 
a subject of such inferior dignity. 

From Composition let us turn to 
the Fine Arts, and see how often the 
Bible has furnished subjects for the 
sublimest efforts of Painting and 
Sculpture. In the former depart- 
ment if a collection should be form- 
ed of the master-pieces of the great- 
est artists, it would be found to con- 
sist in no small degree of delineations 
of the life, the sufferings and the 
death of the Son of God. The Na- 
tivity by Corregio; the Baptism by 
Titian; the Restoration of Sight to 
the man born blind; the Son of the 
Widow of Nair brought back to life; 
and the Canaanitish Woman at the 
Saviour’s feet, by Ludovico; A gosti- 
no and Annibal Caracci; the Trans- 
figuration, by Raphael; the Last 
Supper, by Da Vinci; the Saviour 
betore Pilate, by Gherardo della 
Notte; the Descent from the Cross, 
by Rubens;—these are among the 
most exquisite performances which 
have illustrated the Genius of their 
several distinguished authors. To 
enumerate the scenes with which 
the Canvass has been enriched from 
other parts of the Sacred Records 
would fill a volume. The skill of 
the Sculptor has, in like manner, 
been exerted to render homage to 
the value of the Bible, as a store- 
house of the most dignified subjects 
for the exercise of his art. 

Indeed it would not be easy to 
form too high an estimate of this 
blessed book in a merely intellectual 











@N SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES. Ry 





point of view. It has in all ages en- 
gaged the loftiest powers of the a- 
blest and best cultivated minds, and 
its treasures are yet far from being 
exhausted. Nothing is better cal- 
culated to improve the understand- 
ing and to strengthen its faculties, 
than the critical study of it. All the 
various stores of human learning 
may be usefully applied to its illus- 
tration. Nor are we to suppose 
that we can tread only in the foot- 
steps of others and make ourselves 
masters only of their discoveries.— 
There are doubtless yet many things 
to be developed which will shed 
new beauty and lustre upon the 
whole. That this is not an unrea- 
sonable expectation, will be evident 
by merely considering at how late a 
period has been the discovery of 
the poetical parallelisms in the New 
Testament by Mr. Jebb.—In what 
has been said we feel confident we 
have by no means overrated our 
subject. We feel inclined to re- 
peat with St. Jerome: “parum dixi 
pro merito voluminis, laus omnis 
inferior est.” 

What we have stated is, however, 
the least of all the reasons for search- 
ing the Scriptures. It is not only, 
or chiefly, to strengthen our intel- 
lectual powers, to refine our taste, 
or to amuse our imagination, but 
far more to improve our moral ha- 
bits, and make us useful and happy 
members of society, that we should 
examine them. They will teach us 
the way in which we should walk, 
give us wise counsel, and become 
as “a light to our path and a lamp 
to our feet.”” Some may be ready 
to say that this is unnecessary, as 
their conscience is sufficient to di- 
rect them with regard to what is 
right and what wrong. But this is 
not true. Conscience is not an in- 
fallible guide, otherwise its admoni- 
tions would be the same to all men. 
Yet we see a very great diversity in 
the sentiments of diiferent ages and 
nations, as well as of different mdivi- 
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duals, as to right and wrong. In 
ancient Greece and Rome, the mur- 
der of infants, in particular cases, 
was practised, and was even sanc- 
tioned by the approving opinion of 
Pilato. Suicide was esteemed a vir- 
tue, and one of the purest of the 
Roman Moralists, Seneca, is elo- 
uent in its defence. Aristotle is 
und insisting upon the right of 
making men slaves. How many 
instances of assassination are upon 
record, where it is evident that the 
perpetrator was guided by what he 
considered the voice of conscience ? 
Our code of moral principles 
framed, conscience’ admonishes us 
when we are about to infringe it; 
but it does not prepare the code for 
us. The fact is, a thousand cases 
are continually occuring where (if 
conscientious) we are at a loss how 
to act, and need something more to 
direct us than we find within our- 
selves. Those, indeed, who are but 
little concerned about what the 
world tefms small matters, make 
their way through life, without troub- 
ling themselves much as to the 
path in which they walk. If they 
do but follow the multitude they are 
satisfied. But lightly as they may 
proceed in their course, they will one 
day discover that no act of their lives 
has passed unnoticed or unrecord- 
ed. They will also learn that sins 
of ignorance will not go unpunished 
where ignorance itself was a crime; 
—where light was offered, but dark- 
ness chosen. 

But far more even than this, the 
Scriptures should be searched, be- 
cause they testify to us of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, and reveal 
to us the words of Eternal Life. It 
is surprising with how much readi- 
hess some persons, who have search- 
ed the Scriptures but little, will de- 
cide upon different doctrines, and 

int out how God ought to act in 

is dealings with men. Yet from 
whence do they draw their informa- 
tion? We have no exxerience or 


OW SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES. 








= 








SEPT. 





analogy upon which to found any 
sure conclusion with regard to the 
divine proceedings. It must then 
be derived from their own wisdom, 
and they thus set up their unautho- 
rised imaginations against the ex- 
press revelation which God has giv- 
en of himself. Others find it so 
difficult to ascertain with exactness 
what is required of Christians to be- 
lieve, that they think it better to ne- 
glect doctrines and attend more to 
practice. But ifthey would faithful- 
ly search the Scriptures, they would 
perceive that all correct, consistent, 
and persevering practice is founded 
upon a just apprehension and sincere 
reception of the doctrines of Christ. 
They would learn that the attempt 
to lead a life acceptable to God, in- 
depehdent of faith in Christ, will not 
only prove vain and unsuccessful, 
but that it is really an act of rebel- 
lion against the Most High, endea- 
vouring to put asunder what he hath 
inseparably joined together. In- 
deed the Scriptures alone can make 
us wise unto salvation. They re- 
veal to us our ruined condition, and 
the causes of it. They shew us 
that by nature we are under the 
wrath and curse of God. They il- 
lustrate the evil and sinfulness of 
sin; its power in blinding the eyes 
and subduing the heart; in filling 
us with prejudice against the truth, 
and leading us farther and farther 
from God. And they also disclose 
to usthe remedy for our unhappy 
condition. They peint us to the 
atonement made by the death of the 
Son of God. They give us the as- 
surance that in Him the Father is 
willing and waiting to be reconciled 
tous. They explain how “ God may 
be just, and yet the justifier of him 
that believeth in Jesus.” They fur- 
nish the sweet promise that the Ho- 
ly Spirit shall’ be given to all who 
faithfully ask for it. They declare 
to us that he who hath not withheld 
his only Son, but hath given him up 
for us all, is ready, with him, alse 
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freely to give us all things. Thus 
do we learn not only that we are 
sold under sin; not only what a price 
has been paid for our redemption: 
but how we may be made partakers 
of the blood of Christ, and become 
fitted. to enjoy the heavenly inheri- 
tance. 

And shall we, possessed of this in- 
fallible instructor, neglect its divine 
declarations, and carelessly trust to 
our own unfounded notions? Why, 
we are not able to contrive schemes 
which will indubitably secure us a 
prosperous course even in this life! 
With all our wisdom and foresight, 
and most strenuous exertions, our 
brightest prospects often prove as 
illusive as the shadow which passeth 
away. And yet the means we are 
to use—the object to which we haste 
——the obstacles to be overcome— 
the difficulties to avoid, are all ina 
considerable degree understood.— 
We have daily experience of their 
nature. But, leaving the Bible, what 
can we know of God, of heaven, of 
the path by which we may ascend 
thither, of the means of advancing 
safely and prosperously on our 
route! Are we wiser than all the 
sages of ancient times? Are we 
ready to compare ourselves with 
Socrates and Plato and Zeno and 
Aristotle? Yet there is scarce a 
child of twelve years among us but 
can give an account of the Deity, 
his attributes, his operations and 
his laws, which would put to 
shame all the speculations of these 
illustrious Philosophers. And why 
isthis? Itis because the Bible hath 
shed forth a light, which penetrates 
even the understanding of the infant; 
a light, without which, we in vain 
grope after any correct knowledge 
of the Eternal Mind. Yet infidels, 
who owe every just idea of the De- 
ity they possess to these Sacred Ora- 
cles, strive to invalidate their autho- 
rity, and thus to bring back 4he day 
when ignorance and superstition shall 
‘again have dominion over the earth; 
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—when the multitude shal’ bow to 
idols, and the wise ones dispute whe- 
ther God be united to matter, or 
like the principle that moves a 
machine—whether there be one 
God or many—whether he be to- 
tally indifferent to human actions, 
or ready to reward and punish them 
according to the most variable and 
contradictory principles. 

If, then, all the sure knowledge 
of religious truth we possess, be de- 
rived from the divine word, how 
strong is the argument to every in- 
dividual who can procure a copy; 
diligently and faithfully to “search 
the Scriptures.” 

But it may be asked,—To whom 
is all this addressed? Many, it is 
said, are too young or too ignorant 
to comprehend a collection of writ- 
ings on such sublime subjects.— 
Others have already read until they 
are sufficiently apprised of their con- 
tents;—and it would, therefore, be 
only misspent time to search them 
very frequently. To the former, 
we answer in the words of one of 
our Homilies— The Scripture is 
suited to every capacity; it is a ford 
where a Lamb may wade and an 
Elephant swim.” We are also re- 
quired to ‘remember our Creator 
in the days of our youth.” But te 
what purpose is this, if the young 
may not acquire from the Scriptures 
some correct knowledge regarding 
him, and the services which they, 
as well as the aged, are bound to pay 
him. St. Paul records of Timothy, 
that “from a child he had known 
the Holy Scriptures, which were 
able to make him wise unto salva- 
tion through faith in Christ Jesus.” 
The plainness of Scripture is indeed 
well described in its own language: 
“© Write the vision and make it plain, 
that he may run that readeth it.”— 
“ The way-faring men, though fools, 
shall not err therein.” Besides, if 
we are sincere in desiring to know 
the truth, and actually strive to live 
up to the light we receive, we shall 
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be taught of God, as it is written, 
“ Whoso will do the will of God 
shall know of the doctrine.” “The 
Scripture (says Bishop Hopkins) is 
ebscure; but hath not God offered us 
sufficient helps for the unfolding of 
it? Have you not the promise of 
his Spirit to illuminate you? Bless 
God that he hath so clearly revealed 
the necessary and practical duties 
ef a Christian, that thou mayest, 
without doubt or dispute, know what 
is of absolute necessity to be either 
believed or practised, in order to 
salvation.” 

To those who boast of their being 
already sufficiently acquainted with 
the Bible, it will be enough to ask, 
“ What is your life?” All Scrip- 
ture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruc- 
tion in righteousness, that the man 


For the Repertory. 


ON WEIGHT OF CHARACTER IN A 
MINISTER. 


I have been half amusing and- 


half wearying myself, by endeavor- 
ing to fix upon a short, and at the 
same time, a clear definition of what 
we mean when we speak of weight 
of character. It is plain that it is 
never possessed where there does 
not exist a considerable degree of 
cultivated talent, and a sound jinte- 
grity. Yet, that it includes something 
more than both, is apparent from 
the fact, that there are living, men 
of elevated talent and profound 
learning and unspotted reputation, 
who, never having proposed to them- 
selves any important object in life, 
or not pursuing that object by wise 
plans and steady steps, are unques- 
tionably destitute of it. ‘There is, 
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of God may be perfect.” Now un- 
less a man be perfect, he has not a 
sufficient knowledge of this book.— 
For it is not enough that with our 
minds we comprehend the general 
scope of the various tracts contained 
in it, and can interpret most of the 
difficulties in its construction. We 
are to imbibe its spirit, and to be- 
come warmed and elevated with the 
same glow of heavenly piety by 
which itis pervaded. It must prove 
the means of our sanctification; and 
this can only be by having our souls 
nourished in the love of the Truth, 
by continual meditation upon its sa- 
cred pages. It is to be our com- 
forter in affliction; but if we seldom 
apply to it, so far from giving us 
consolation when we need it, we 
shall be wounded by its reproofs for 
our past negligence and indifference. 
[ Concluded in the next number.] 








TEE E COI LLL 
—_———_ 





Miscellaneous Department. 


I 


indeed, a very nice adjustment of 
the principles and parts of a charac- 
ter necessary, before a man can be 
said to possess a great weight of it. 
Wise and benevolent ends must be 
pursued by prudent and energetic 
means, and from noble and disinter- 
ested motives; and these ends must, 
in some degree, be accomplished 
before a man can possess, in the es- 
timation of society, any considerable 
weight of character. 

If the pursuits and aim of a man 
have any Cegree of influence in de- 
termining what degree of weight shall 
be attached to his character, a Mi- 
nister of the Gospel possesses, doubt- 
less,a great advantage over all other 
persons. The grand purpose of 
no life can be more important and 
ennobling, than that of a faithful 
preacher of the Gospel, whose chief, 








if I cannot add, whose exclusive 


¢ 















aim it is, to advance the temporal 
and eternal happiness of his fellow 
creatures. Indeed the character of 
its ministers would be of compara- 
tively little consequence, if the end 
and design of the Gospel were not 
so very important. To be labour- 
ing to carry that glorious design in- 
to complete effect, is what raises at 
once the character of a Minister, and 
it is this too, which makes it his du- 
ty to study toadd every possible ad- 
ditional weight to it. 

And the value and importance of 
that additional weight of character 
will be seen, when, in reference to 
the grand and sublime aim of the 
Gospel, we reflect upon it as an ez- 
ample, and as connected with influ- 
ence. 

The rare instances which are found 
of men of weighty character in the 
ministry, prove to how great an ex- 
tent the force of example can be car- 
ried. They not only stimulate other 
ministers to follow their steps, but 
even excite in laymen a noble desire 
to co-operate in plans, the happy 
effects of which are pervading the 
world. And thus revered and imi- 
tated, they have taken the direction 
of many wise plans and benevolent 
operations, and have extended a re- 
ligious and saving influence to re- 
gions where only their names and 
their exalted virtues have been 
known. 

The good which one Minister can 
do by the actual operation of his own 
hands, and the utterance of his own 
lips, must always be limited. It ap- 
pears smali, when you think of the 
vast numbers which he can never 
visit or address, and small, indeed, 
when you reflect upon the extent of 
that ignorance, depravity and irre- 
ligion which he has set himself about 
curing. And if he possesses no in- 
fluence, by exerting which he can 
excite a general and widely extend- 
ed co-operation, he must sit down, 
contented with small achievements. 
And it has been when I have disco- 
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vered the astonishing advantage, 
which great and widely extended in- 
fluence has given some ministers 
possessed of remarkable weight of 
character, that ] have been the most 
forcibly impressed with a sense of its 
great value. 

I doubt not but many very devout 
and pious Ministers will assent to 
these remarks, and sigh at their own 
misfortune in wanting that kind of 
character which has been described. 
I honour the sensibility which can 
grieve even at really unavoidable 
difficulties in the noble attempt of 
doing good, and sigh when feeling a 
want of that accomplishment which 
might have given them an advantage, 
even though it has been actually un- 
attainable. But, in this case, I am 
disposed to think the sigh might 
generally be deeper drawn, and 
might not always flow from so hono- 
rable a source. ‘To speak plainly, 
I believe few Ministers have ac- 
quired that weight of character which 
is easily attainable; and neglecting 
to acquire whatever might contri- 
bute to secure it, and carelessly fall- 
ing into habits which detract from it, 
are extending around them but a 
small share of those blessings which 
they might ctherwise dispense. 

I am honest in this conviction, and 
shall only be acting up to it whilst 
I enumerate afew ofthe misfortunes, 
deficiencies, and faults, which serve 
to impair the sacredness and the 
weight of the Ministerial Charac- 
ter. 

The usefulness of some very pi- 
ous men is sometimes injured by pe- 
culiarities of manners, and eccentri- 
city of character, which may, per- 
haps, be considered more as their 
misfortune than their fault. Owing 
to the peculiar structure of their 
minds, or the disadvantages of their 
education, they entertain and express 
so many odd opinions and extrava- 
gant notions, that they pass in so- 
ciety for a sort of intellectual mon- 

_sters, or ministerial curiosities ; wor- 
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thy of entertainment and notice far 
more on account of the novel amuse- 
ment their conversation affords, than 
for the venerable office which they 
fill. These singularities of dispo- 
sition and manners, sometimes pro- 
ceed only so far as to impair their 
usefulness, but at times, it is to be 
feared, they destroy it altogether ; 
and talent, learning, and piety itself, 
avail nothing, when connected with 
these ludicrous or intolerable eccen- 
tricities. 

The early pursuits and company 
of another class of Ministers have 
given such a peculiar stamp to their 
manners, that it is hardly possible 
for them to become extensively use- 
ful. To a certain part of their con- 
gregations they will generally prove 
remarkably acceptable, and the ve- 
ry disadvantage of their plain and 
unpolished manners, may procure 
them unusual popularity among 
poor and illiterate people. But it 
is commonly through the literary 
and genteel that influence is exerted, 
and comprehensive plansare brought 
into execution. Weight of charac- 
ter will draw from them approbation 
of schemes which cannot be carried 
into effect without this co-operation: 
and no man can possess it in their 
estimation, who has not cultivated, 
with some success, the manners and 
the carriage of a gentleman. 

I should not have adverted to these 
comparatively trifling peculiarities, 
if I did not think that the usefulness 
of some very pious Ministers might 
be greatly increased by attending to 
them, and as much as_ possible 
avoiding and curing them. The 
considerations which follow are cer- 
tainly of a kind which ought not for 
a tnoment to be ranked with the de- 
ficiencies which have just been ad- 
verted to. They are far more blame- 
able and pernicious. 

I have known some Ministers who 
have possessed very desirable ad- 
vantages in their manners, talents, 
and zeal, who yet have failed to ex- 
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ert any considerable influence in so- 
ciety, simply because their attain- 
ments and sound learning have not 
given them a standing among the 
literary. This is, unfortunately, too 
often the case with young and popu- 
lar preachers. They have written, 
perhaps, a few sermons with unusual 
care, and not being over scrupulous 
with regard to the helps which they 
have used and the extracts which they 
have made, have at first acquired a 
great name, and have been received 
with cordiality and marked respect 
among literary and intellectual men; 
but being destitute of the solid foun- 
dation of a good education, and se- 
duced too from steady application 
and vigorous thought, have gradu- 
ally forfeited their standing and re- 
lapsed into obscurity. ‘Their igno- 
rance was the sole cause of their fai- 
lure; and real weight of character 
can never belong to any one who is 
contented with his attainments. A 
man’s improvement should undoubt- 
edly keep pace with the expectations 
which are raised with regard to him, 
and the increased demand which 
will be made upon him. He may, 
therefore, lose his influence, as well 
because he does not make actual 
progress in his attainments, as be- 
cause he has commenced his career 
when they were too low. 

Full health and buoyancy of spi- 
rits frequently prove a temptation to 
young Ministers; and, leading them 
to indulge in levity of manners, and 
sometimes in gay company, serve 
not alittle to impair the sacred dig- 
nity of their character. Where I 
can gain a proof through all the froth 
of this unmeaning and unbecoming 
levity of deportment, that the heart 
at the bottom has been really chang- 
ed, whilst I tremble at its conse- 
quences, and feel grieved for the 
pain which I know it must inflict 
on their consciences, I .do not en- 
tirely despair. Yet whilst this unre- 
strained levity remains, such Minis- 
ters will acquire but little weight of 
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character. They must be sobered 
down by trial, affliction, and the agen- 
cy of triumphant grace, or “ they 
will pierce themselves through with 
many sorrows.” 

It is a question of some difficulty 
how far it is proper for a clergyman 
to indulge himself in the pursuits of 
taste and general literature. It is, 
unquestionably true, that no sub- 
ject is as susceptible of illustration 
and support from the vast and num- 
berless resources of science, as the 
Christian religion. And if a Minis- 
ter would be well prepared for his 
work, he must make most of the sci- 
ences subsidiary to him, and disco- 
ver his sermons to be the out-pour- 
ings of a full and well furnished mind. 
Even if general information were not 
so necessary for the immediate pur- 
poses of his ministry, it would be 
very important, were it only to fur- 
nish him with rational and elevated 
subjects of conversation in mixed 
society. And surely upon a narrow- 
er ground sull, it might be contend- 
ed, that as faras matters of taste, of 
natural science, or general literature, 
contribute to mere amusement and 
mental gratification, they may be 
allowed a Minister in his hours of 
relaxation. This, in fact, I am wil- 
ling to concede: I am willing that 
the warmest admirers of these refin- 
ed and ennobling pursuits should de- 
fine the limits of their indulgence, 
by the light of each and all of the 
above considerations. I should even 
rejoice to see so much of, a Minis- 
ter’s time employed upon works of 
taste, or in the fields of natural sci- 
ence, as might be abundant for the 
purpose of furnishing him more tho- 
roughly, and I am willing to add 
more elegantly, for the pulpit, and 
fur mixed society, and also for the 
additional purpose of amusement. 
But farther than this it is unsafe to 
go. And ifa Minister is so unfor- 
tunate as to appear to employ more 
time in these ways than in his nobler 
calling, and to exhaust in them his 
Vou. V....No. 2.—-F 
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highest zeal and enthusiasm—if he 
appears to think more of his favou- 
rite sciences than of his daily duties 


‘—and to talk more of them than of 


the spiritual concerns of his people— 
and more especially, if he discovers 
that his fondness for them intrudes 
upon his religious thoughts and his 
private devotions, he may well fear 
that he will gradually weaken and 
lower his sacred Ministerial charac- 
ter, and fail of acquiring that weight 
of it which is so much to be desired. 

I believe that I have ali along 
made it obvious, that my remarks 
are chiefly applicable to the case of 


| worthy and pious men, who, by as- 
sociating with themselves some of 


the infirmities which have been men- 
tioned, get a name in society, which 
destroys the influence which they 
might otherwise possess. It would 
have been useless to connect these 
remarks with men, whose baseness 
of principle, or looseness of life, isa 
disgrace to their profession. I re- 
fer to persons, who, but for the a- 
bove unfortunate frailties and foibles, 
or for some one of them, might have 
borne an unblemished reputation.— 
It is most devoutly to be hoped, that 
few men of this class are guilty of 
a sin, more ruinous in its effects up- 
on the heart, as well as the charac- 
ter, thar all the rest combined. I 
allude toa grasping and money-loving 
spirit. Every Minister of the Al- 
tar who betrays this debasing and 
unhallowed temper, is making an 


open and a deliberate sacrifice of 


his reputation and his usefulness.— 
Men of business are sufficiently sick - 
ened and disgusted with the love 
of money among individuals engag- 
ed in their own pursuits. Ina Mi- 
nister they cannot tolerate it,—nor 
canI blamethem. If the Ministers 
of that Lord, “ who had not where to 
lay his head,” are in love with the 
luxuries of wealth; or if the profess- 
ed heirs of an eternal crown, who 
are trying to hold it out to deluded 
men to attract their gaze, to rum 
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their love, and to engage them in 
its pursuit, are so insensible to its va- 
lue as to barter it for gold—I am glad 
that society, depraved as it is, will not 
countenance them, and that the mo- 
ment it discovers their. eagerness 
for wealth, it refuses to accord them 
the slightest tribute of reverence. 

It can hardly be considered as un- 
necessary or impertinent, even after 
all that has been said above of the 
circumstances which conspire to im- 
pair the usefulness of otherwise va- 
luable clergymen, to proceed and 
add a few positive rules end direc- 
tions, for the assistance of such as 
are aiming at weight of character. 
In marking out an important and 
eventful course, it is not considered 
enough to lay down the rocks and 
quicksands which are to be avoid- 
ed. Some comprehensive directions 
must be given how it is actually to 
be pursued. And after having stat- 
ed what ought not to be included in 
the character, or connected with the 


practice of an influential Minister, it 
may not be amiss to dwell upon one 
or two of the principal excellencies 
which serve to give him additional 
weight in society. 

Among these, consistency holds a 


conspicuous place. Although the 
world is acknowledged to be very 
keen-eyed in discovering the faults, 
and even frailties of Christians, and 
much more of Christian Ministers, 
yet they are not so palpably untrue 
to the ordinary principles by which 
they judge of character, as to make 
up their mind, with regard to it, from 
a few scattered facts. They are in 
the habit of judging of men by the 
grand outlines and general tenor of 
their lives. If, therefore, they ob- 
serve an upright and judicious Mi- 
nister, pursuing a steady course of 
benevolent and pious zeal, they yield 
him unqualified respect. They dis- 
cover in him what all instinctively 
admire—a noble consistency of cha- 
racter and conduct. He professes to 
bea stranger and a pilgrim upon earth 
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| and he actslike one—-seeking and em- 
ploying the things of this world as 
means of passing pleasantly through 
it, bestowing upon them no higher 
regard, nor yielding them a single af- 
fection. He declares that his grand 
purpose in life is, to diminish as 
much as possible the misery and sin 
which abound in it, and to rescue 
from eternal ruin some few, at least, 
of the multitude who are rushing 
towards it. And if the men of the 
world discover that his heart is in- 
deed burdened with the “ weight of 
so great a work, pertaining to the 
salvation of men ;” ‘hnd if they dis- 
cern his disinterested benevolence 
and zeal, in labouring to relieve the 
wants, to purily the morals, and to 
save the souls of men, they are com- 
pelled to respect him. His consis- 
tency has gloriously triumphed over 
prejudice and opposition. And his 
influence gradually extends, and his 
reputation imperceptibly grows, un- 
til he is acknowledged and felt to be 
at the very head of his profession. 
Such elevated consistency of cha- 
racter, is, very evidently, unattaina- 
ble, except through the influence of 
genuine piety. But it will not be al- 
together a refinement of distinctions 
to consider this separately, as the 
most important ingredient in weight 
of character. Piety, acting and 
shining through consistency of con- 
duct, becomes embodied and prac- 
tical. But personal and devotional 
piety, when divested of austerity, and 
unblemished by enthusiasm, carries 
uniformly along with it an influence 
both respectable and commanding. 
It is in this way a man discovers him- 
self to be what he is so anxious to 
make others. His spotlessness of 
life, his purity of principles, his sweet- 
ness of manners, his tenderness of 
heart, his fervour of affection, invest 
him with an air of heavenly dignity, 
and beam with a glorious radience 
from his countenance. Wordly men 
appear, instinctively, to feel, when in 





the company of a man of prayer, 
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that he has just left the audience- 
chamber of his God. There breathes 
around him an atmosphere so pure, 
so heavenly, that they are thrilled 
with the conviction that their Minis- 
ter is commissioned from above.— 
And the blessed man, who thus car- 
ries heaven in his countenance, in 
his demeanour, and in his conversa- 
tion, goes around his Parish, like an 
Angel of mercy, to delight the vir- 
tuous, and, by his very aspect, to re- 
prove the ungodly. The reprobates, 
who call in question his principles, 
or ridicule his character, are ripe 
for open blasphemy. What a com-. 
manding influence such a sainted | 
Pastor as this, exerts over his flock! | 
His plans are approved, his counsel | 
is respected, his opinions are rever- | 
ed. Good men will assist him : for | 
to be helpers together with him, will | 
make them co-workers with God. 





Bad men will seldom oppose him, | 


| 


around him, that all his purposes | 
are felt to be disinterested and bene- | 


for he has gathered such a sanctity 


volent; and unless they have become 
abandoned enough, openly to op- 
pose God, they dare not publicly 
counteract his ministry. 

Why have I taken so much trou- 
ble to show how clergymen too of- 
ten lower their character and destroy 
their influence by inattention toa 
number of comparatively inconsider- 
able faults? If they fail of exerting 
a commanding influence in society, 
the cause lies deeper.—It may be 
found in their want, their deplorable 
want, of a sound and ardent person- 
al piety. If they have attained to 
this—if they breathe the purest at- 
mosphere of scriptural devotion, 
they may be wanting in many un- 
meaning accomplishments, but they 
possess the means of touching the 
master-springs of the human soul, 
they can open themselves a way to 
the reverence and the love of all the 
real worthin the community. Con- 
sistency and piety will give to their 
character, loveliness, respect, ability, 
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and value. And the Minister who 
can associate all these with his name, 
will sooner or later shew the world, 
that his character possesses sterling 
weight. A. C—n. 





For the Repertory. 

Messrs. Editors: 1 am rejoiced, 
to see that one of your correspon- 
dents has taken up the subject of 
parochial finances. ‘The state of 
the Church in our southern section 
demands that this subject should be 
brought before your readers ; and I 
consider that demand imperious.— 
Look at the ruinous effects which 
the financial system of our parishes 
is constantly producing. Ministers 
of piety, talents, learning and high 
respectability, are frequently obliged 
to leave their parishes and seek out 
a new field of labour, because of the 
great perplexity and difficulty of 
obtaining a litule pittance for them- 
selves and their families. There is 
no settled state of things in most of 
our parishes. In the county of- ’ 
for instance, there are five parish- 
es. Within the last six years, ] 
know it to be a fact, that twelve dif- 
ferent clergymen have been located 
in those parishes and now there are 
only three! Now all this was not 
because those ministers were not 
popular and held in high esteem— 
not because the Episcopalians of that 
County want means to give them 
an ample support, for it is one of 
the richest Counties in the State: 
not because they are wanting in 
numbers, for Episcopalians consti- 
tute there the great mass of the peo- 
ple: not because there is no spirit of 
liberality ; a more liberal and gener- 
ous people can no where be found: 
not because ample and more than 
ample salaries cannot be obtained, 
if proper applications were made— 
no, it is simply because there is a 
want of system and a want of energy! 

The plan suggested by your cor- 
respondent A. C—n, seems to me 
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to be calculated for Virginia rather 
than Maryland. And not being par- 
ticularly acquainted with the state of 
things there, I cannot tell but it may 
be the best plan that could be adopt- 
ed under the state of things there. In 
Maryland circumstances are differ- 
ent, and therefore it is to my Mary- 
Jand brethren that I would suggest 
a few things. 

1. L would have the caption to the 
subscription run payable éo the Ves- 
tries, as is now the custom, instead 
of the Wardens; because each Ves- 
try 1s a corporate body. They are, 
therefore, clothed by law with all the 
power and authority necessary for 
the performance of any business 
which their duties to the Church 
might call them to execute.—The 
objection arising from the number 
of Vestrymen in Virginia is in Ma- 
ryland considerably lessened ; there 
being but eight. 

I object to the subscription being 
drawn for the support of @ minister. 
From some experience on the sub- 
ject, I am of opinion that the name 
of the Clergyman should generally 
be specified. I know full well the 
difficulty of getting up a subscrip- 
tion drawn in this general way. The 
people will always subscribe more 
liberally and readily to a minister 
when they know who he is. I think 
the plan of having it drawn up for a 
Clergyman however good in theory, 
would in most instances be imprac- 
cable. . 

2. I would have the subscription 
drawn up for a limited time, say five, 
seven or ten years; five I should 
prefer, and for these reasons: deaths 
are frequently occurring among the 
subscribers ; removals are not unfre- 
quent among them ; some are grow- 
ing rich and can give more; others 
are growing poor and cannot give 
so much; some are growing more 
liberal as the Lord opens their 
hearts, and some get offended ; 
their money I would not have. Five 


years produce great changes in’ 
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most of our county, parishes. But 
this custom of getting up new sub- 
scriptions every year, is ruinous to 
the character of the parish and the 
best interests of the Church. 

On the second head of A. C—n, 
I perfectly agree with him. There 
ought to be no uncertainty with re- 
gard to a Minister’s salary. I beg 
the readers of the Repertory to take 
up the July number again, and read 
once more the paragraph to which 
I am now refering. The uncertain- 
ty of a Clergyman’s support and the 
frequent difficulty of getting it, often- 
times unnerve and unfit him for the 
duties of his office. They secula- 
rize his mind and temper, and make 
him heartless and desponding. 

On the other part of the plans of 
A. C—n, they may or may not be 
adopted as circumstances call for 
them; in the main I am disposed 
to think that they should be adopted. 

I have a word or two to say to your 
readers on the provision that is too 
frequently made for the temporal 
support of their ministers; and I will 
do it in the words of a distinguished 
writer of our own day and of our own 
country (Doctor Mason). When 
men consecrate themselves to the 
religious weal of a people, and do, 
by that act, forego the opportunities 
open to all others, of providing for 
themselves and their families, a 
competent maintainance is the least 
remuneration which they havea right 
toclaim. Itisthe dictate of common 
sense, Common justice, and com- 
mon humanity. Itis also the ex- 
press commandment of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. But, notwithstanding 
these considerations, the ministry is 
little better than a starving profes- 
sion. Not one man in twenty, were 
he compelled to live upon the salary 
allowed him by his congregation, 
could escape from beggary and rags. 
The certain effect is, on the one 
hand, to deter young men of re- 
spectable talent from the ministry 
altogether; and, on the other, to 
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discourage, depress, and finally to 
ruin those who are in it already. 
That degree of talent which fits one, 
so far as intellectual endowments go, 
for a useful minister of the Gospel, 
is much rarer than many seem to 
imagine; and, humanly speaking, 
has its temporal prosperity 1n its 
own power. When other pursuits 
invite by the promise of not only a 
maintainance, but of gain, and even 


of opuletice, it is idle, it is unrea- | 


sonable, to hope that youth of talents, 
without fortune, whatever be their 
piety, will serve the church of God 
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at the expense of devoting them- | 


selves to infallible penury, and all 


the wretchedness which belongs to | 


it. 
wish; and, in some instances, from 
that simplicity which never cal- 
culates or which flatters itself that 
something favourable * will turn 
up,” they may venture: but in 
general, they must turn away with 
a sigh from the employment, which 
of all others, their hearts most 
long after. Let us not hear of self- 
denial, spiritual-mindedness, and a 
heroic indifference to worldly things, 
as characteristic of the true minister 
of Christ. Self-denial does not 
mean starving. The spirituality of 
the father will not stop the cravings 
of his children when they crv for 
food; nor is there any heroism in 
prefering tatters and a hovel to de- 
cent clothing and lodging, when they 
may be had. It is very convenient, 
no doubt, for men who are adding 
house to house, field to field, thou- 
sand to thousand, to haranguey i in a 
religious style, on the necessity of a 
minister’s imitating his master, “who 
“had not where to lay his head ;” 
when the practical inference from 
all this is in favour of their own pock- 
ets. They are wonderfully con- 
cerned for spirituality and self-denial 
to be practised by their minister; 
but as to: their own share of these 
virtues; as to their parting with a 
pittance of their pelf to render him 





They may desire, they may | 
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comfortable—why—that is another 
affair. It isone of the most wicked 
forms of hypocrisy to plead for the 
cultivation of a minister’s heavenly- 
mindedness, by way of an apology for 
cheating him out of his bread. The 
sin of the neglect complained of is not 
equally gross in all. In some it pro- 
ceeds from thoughtlessness; in oth- 
ers, from incapacity to make a right 
estimate; but in most, it is the fruit 
of downright covetousness. There 
has been on this subject, an absurd 
squeamishness in those whom the 
Lord has authorized to “live by the 
Gospel.”” They have borne, and for- 
borne; they have submitted to every 
species of sacrifice rather than dis- 
oblige their people; and their only 
reward has been an accumulation 
of injuries and cold-blooded con- 
tempt. Itis time for them to claim 
their due in a modest, but manly 
tone ; and throw the fearful respon- 
sibility of expelling an enlightened 
ministry from the church upon those 
who are able, but not willing, to 
support it honourably. We say an 
“enlightened”? ministry. For we 
have no conception that niggardly 
provision will soon strip her of every 
thing in the shape of a minister.— 
You cannot place the pecuniary re- 
compense so low, as that it shall 
not be an object for some body.— 
Fix your salaries at fifty dollars a 
year, and you shall not want candi- 
dates. But then they will be j/ty- 
dollar-men. All genius, all learn- 
ing, all high character, all capacity 
fur extensive usefulness, will be 
swept away; and rudeness, igno- 
rance, impudence, and vulgarity, 
will become the religious directors 
ofthe nation. The man is blind who 
does not see matters fast hastening 
to this issue in the United States. 
In the mean time, such ministers 
as are better qualified for their sta- 
tions, are not only decreasing in 
proportion to the population, ‘but, 
with few exceptiogs, are prohibited 
from cultivating the powers which 
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they possess. Remote from litera- 
ry society ; without libraries; with- 
out leisure to use what books they 
have; distracted with anxiety for 
their immediate subsistence ; doom- 
ed to the plough or some other se- 
cular business,* to keep themselves 
fed and clothed; their intellect be- 
comes enfeebled ; their acquisitions 
are dissipated ; their ministry grows 
barren ; their people indifferent; and 
the solid interests of Christianity are 
gradually, but effectually, undermin- 
ed. Let the churches be warned. 
They have long slept on the edge 
of a precipice ; the ground is caving 
in below them; and still they are 
not aware. Nota place of any im- 
portance is to be filled without the 
utmost difficulty. The search 
must be made from Dan to Bershe- 
ba; often, very often, unsuccess- 
fully; and when successful, it is only 
enriching one church by the robbery 
ofanother. The population of our 
country is increasing with unexam- 


pled rapidity; very incompetent 
means are used to furnish an efh- 
cient ministry ; and the people them- 
selves are throwing the most fatal 
discouragement in the way. All 
denominations seem to be engaged 
in a practical conspiracy to starve 


Christianity out of the land. Let 
them tremble at their deeds; let 
their loins be loosed, and their knees 
smite together, at the bare possi- 
bility that they MAY SUCCEED.” 


EXTRACT. 


“The Bible does certainly con- 
tain terrors to the guilty. It is full 
of the most alarming denunciations 
upon the impenitent. These the 
minister is bound at the peril of his 


* School teaching, Clerkships and 
such like—very good business for an 
apostle of Christ—and a preacher of his 
Gospel— What th holy Writ “they 
that minister at the altar should live by 
pny altar”—Ministers should not forget 
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own soul, to proclaim. And if he 
feels as he should, his love for his 
fellow-men will not suffer him to 
keep back the truth, however un- 
welcome or alarming it may prove. 
But we firmly believe that more in- 
jury is done by the manner in which 
these truths are sometimes pro- 
claimed, than many good men are 
apprised of. Not unfrequently, 
preachers are heard to pour forth 
the anathemas of divine wrath and 
their own views of God’s justice, 
with a vehemency, and with a kind 
of indignant exultation, which lead 
to the belief that they love to fix the 
doom of others, and pass sentence 
upon the guilty. We have some- 
times thought that such men do not 
feel how terrible a thing it is to fall 
into the hands of the living God.— 
They often wonder how such things 


' can be heard without emotion; and 


to us it is a matter of still greater 
supprise, how such truths can be 
delivered without the tenderest 
emotion. We repeat, that it is not 
the affectation of feeling, nor reite- 
rated vociferations, nor tones with- 
out pity, nor gestures without mean- 
ing, that we would recommend, in 
denouncing the terrors of the Lord. 
No truly—the minister of Christ 
should manifest that his heart is 
wrung with anxiety, and concern, 
and grief, that the destruction he 
proclaims is coming on his fellow 
sinners; that he is ready to sink un- 
der what he declares; and that he 
gives vent, with faultering awe, to 
feelings which he cannot restrain. 
Let such be his manner, and his 
hearers will feel that the preacher is 
their friend; that he warns because he 
believes what he says, and loves 
those whom he addresses. They 
may not always yield to his admoni- 
tions, but they will seldom quarrel 
with their monitor. Inaword, when 
a people are convinced that their 
minister loves their persons, feels 
for their danger, longs for their sal- 
vation, and toils for their good, they 
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will be most likely to hear from him 
without offence, truths under which 
they feel condemned. Often they 
will ever love him for his fidelity— 
when fully satisfied of the purity of 
his motives, and the reality of his 
affection for them. And this point 
will usually be gained, by making it 
evident that he feels his own con- 
cern in all the truths he delivers— 
by delivering those truths as a dying 
man to dying men— 

“Not harshly thunder'd forth, or rude- 


ly pressed. é 
But like his purpose, gracious, kind, 
and sweet. [CowreER.] 


| Christian Advocate. 





From the London Evangelical Magazine. 
POPISH NEW TESTAMENT. 


Tur New Testament was print- 
ed in French, at Bourdeaux, in 1668, 
at a time when the persecution of 
the Protestants was in its height. It 
is aremarkable instance of the falsi- 
fication of the Holy Scriptures, some 
account of which, from the Memoirs 
of Literature, vol. iv. art. 44. may 
be acceptable to many readers. 

This edition was published with 
this title: Le Wouveau TVestament 
de Notre Seigneur Jesus Christ, 
traduit de Latin en Francais par 
les Theologiens de Louvain. A 
Bourdeaux chez Elie Routier 1686. 
Avec Approbation et Permission, 
in octavo. 

The approbation of the doctors 
of Bourdeaux, is dated February 11, 
1661; from whence it is inferred, 
that this translation by the Louvain 
divines, was then printed the first 
time at Bourdeaux, but without any 
falsification. The license of the 
Archbishop of Bourdeaux bears 
date July 17, 1686. It imports that 
this New Testament has been re- 
vised and exactly corrected. Seve- 
ral passages were strangely pervert- 
ed in that edition. The following 
are some instances: Luke ii. 41. 
Instead of these words, Vow his ja- 
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rents went to Jerusalem every year, 
there is in that New ‘Testament, 
“ And his parents went every year 
IN PILGRIMAGE (en plelerinage ) to 
Jerusalem.” Acts xiii. 2. “As 
they ministered to the Lord,” &c. 
N. T. of Bourdeaux, “ As they 
WERE OFFERING Ur to the Lord THE 
SACRIFICE OF THE Mass.” ( Le Sa- 
crifice de le Messe. )—\ Cor. iii. 
15. * But he himself shall be saved; 
yet so, as by fire.” N. T. of Bourd. 
“ But he himself shall be saved; yet 
so, as by the fire oF PURGATORY.” 
(Par le feu du Purgatorie. )—1. 
Cor. vii. 10. “And unto the married 
I command.” N. T. of Bourdeaux: 
‘‘ But as for those who are united 
by THE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE.” 
( Par le Sacrament de Marriage. ) 
—1.Cor.x 21. “ Ye cannot be par- 
takers of the Lord’s table and of the 
table of devils.” N. T. of B. “* You 
cannot be partakers of WHAT Is sA- 
CRIFICED UPON ( quiest sacrifie sur) 
the Lord’s table, and of wHar 1s 
SACRIFICED UPON (qui est sacrifie 
sur) the table of the devils.”—1. 
Cor. xi. 26. “ For as often as you 
eat this bread,” &c. N. T. of Bour- 
deaux: “For as ye eat this LIvING 
bread,” (ce pain vivant, &c.)—2 
Cor. vi. 14. “ Be ye not unequally 
yoked together with unbelievers.” 
N. T. of Bourdeaux: “Be not unit- 
ed with unbelievers By THE sACRA- 
MENT OF MARRIAGE.” ( Par Sacra- 
ment de Marriage. )—1\ Tim. iv. 1. 
*sNow the Spirit speaketh expressly, 
that in the latter times some shall 
depart from the faith.’ N. T. of 
Bourdeaux: “ Now the Spirit plain- 
ly says, that in the latter times some 
shall depart from the Roman faith.” 
(De La Foy Romaine. ) 

When such liberties as these are 
taken in departing from the sacred 
text of the word of God, we do not 
wonder that the common people, 
who read such editions of the New 
Testament as that of Bourdeaux, 
should depart from the “ faith once 
| delivered to the saints.” It is only by 
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such additions to divine revelation 
that the errors of Popery have been 
established, and continued so long. 
We are assured that every plant 
which the Author of Truth hath not 
planted, shall be rooted out of his 
vineyard in due time. May the 
reader be truly thankful for a faithful, 
if not altogether perfect translation of 
the Holy Scriptures, with which we 
are so highly favoured in this Pro- 
testant country ; and be concerned 
to improve so blessed a privilege to 
his own edification and the glory of 


God. 
~—a 


DILIGENCE IN STUDY. 

Ir is said that Bunyan wrote as 
many books as he was years old, 
which was sixty. 

Ricnarp Baxter wrote one hun- 
dred and forty-five distinct treati- 
ses. 

Dr. Corron Marner published 
three hundred and eighty-two pie- 
ces: many of them indeed but small, 
yet several of larger size. 

Origen, however, left other dili- 
gent writers far behind. Erasmus 
said of him, he would make a book 
while a man might stand on one foot: 
his books are numbered no less than 
six thousand. 

It is said of St. Jerome that he 
filed away his teeth to the very gums 
that he might pronounce Hebrew 
with greater facility. 

It is related of those deep scho- 
lars Budzeus and Turnebus, that 
they spent their wedding-day in a 
severe prosecution of their usual 
studies, which were remarkably 
dry! 
“ Ifthe crowns ofall the kingdoms 
of Europe were laid down at my 
feet,” said Feweron, “ in exchange 
for my love of reading, I would spurn 
them all !” 

Dr. W. Kine was a remarkable 
Hilluo lebrorum. It appeared 
from his loose papers, (termed 4d- 
versaria, ) that before he was eight 
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years’ standing inthe University, he 
had read over and made reflections 
on twenty-two thousand and odd 
hundred books and manuscripts. 
The late Bishop Srocx’s transla- 
tion of the book of Job, was hastily 
written in six weeks, during the fa- 
tal illness of his lady: and Doctor 
‘Stock particularly informs the rea- 
der (such was his composure !) that 
the last line was tracing while they 
were carrying her to the grave ! 
Joachimus Fortius Ringelbergius 
advices the student to take great care 
lest he should loose much time in 
sleep. He advises him to have an 
alarum clock by his bed-side; but 
if that is not to be conveniently pro- 
cured, to lay stones and bits of wood 
on his bed, and under his side, which, 
though he will not feel them much 
at first, may after an hour or 
two gall him to the quick, and cause 
him to rise of his own accord! Not 
content with spending the day in la- 
bour, he wished the student to lose 
the sweets of repose, and almost li- 
terally to plant thorns upon his pil- 
low. This is fanaticism in study. 
[ Lbid. 


FREE DISCUSSION. 


Investigation, it is said, frequent- 
ly leads to doubts, where there were 
none before. So much the better. 
If a thing is false, it ought not to be 
received. If a thing is true, it can 
never lose in the end by inquiry.— 
On the contrary, the conviction ot 
that man, who has perceived diffi- 
culties and overcome them, is al- 
ways stronger than the persuasion 
of him who never heard of their ex- 
istence. The danger which is ap- 
prehended arises from superficial 
knowledge, which carries a man 
far enough just to perceive difficul- 
ties, and there leaves him. In fact, 
it is not learning, but want of learn- 
ing, which leads to error in religion. 

| Herbert Marsh. 









From the London Evangelical Magazine. 


An Essay on Faith. By Thomas 
Erskine, Esq. 12mo. 3s. 6d. Ogle & 
Co. 

It is with no ordinary feelings of 
satisfaction and delight that we in- 
troduce this Essay to the attention 
of our readers. We deem it even 
more valuable than the author’s for- 
mer publication, “On the Internal 
Evidence for the Truth of Revealed 
Religion.” Weare much indebted 
to him for exhibiting, with so much 
clearness and fullness of Scriptural 
statement, a subject which many 
good and many able men have in- 
volved in more or less obscurity. 
We think Mr. Erskine has success- 
fully guarded against the two dan- } 
gers to which writers on the subject 
of Faith are exposed—a danger, on 
the one hand. of aiming at too great 
simplicity, and, on the other, of in- 
dulging in two great complexity of 
definition and distinction. We re- 
joice also, that, in conducting the 
discussion of his ‘subject, he has 
united energy of intellectual effort 
with an ardour of holy feeling; ever 
alive to a sense of the transcendent 
importance of the subject, and deeply 
solicitous that his readers may be 
partakers of all the blessings of sal- 
vation by faith. 

The arrangement proposed by 
the author in the commencement 
of the Essay is thus announced : 

‘In the observations which I am now 
to make, I shall point out the sources of 
some of the errors which have prevailed 
on this subject:—I shall explain what 
appears to me to be the correct view of 

Christian faith in its exegcise and ob- 

ject,—and I shall attempt to describe 

some of its counterfeits. ” 

In the early part of the Essay, Mr. 
Erskine justly remarks, that, by nu- 
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respecting different kinds of faith, 
many theological writers have drawn 
away the attention of their readers 
Jrom the thing to be believed, and 
engaged it in a fruitless examination 
of the menta/ operation of believing; 
so that “we see and hear of more 
anxiety amongst religious people, 
about their faith being of the right 
kind, than about their believing the 
right things. Of course this has a 
tendency to send them, not to the 
study of the Bible, but to the inves- 
tigation of the laws of their own 
minds. They leave that truth which 
God has revealed and blessed as the 
medicine of our natures, and bewil- 
der themselves in a metaphysical 
labyrinth.” 

As a concise sketch of the out 
lines of the Essay, and a specimen of 
its style, we extract the following pa- 
ragraph at the conclusion : 

“ My object in this Essay has not been 
to represent faith as a difficult or per- 
plexed operation, but to withdraw the 
attention from the act of believing, and 
to fix it on the object of belief, by show- 
ing that we cannot believe any moral 
fact without entering into its spirit and 
meaning and importance ; that we can- 
not believe in our own danger without 
apprehension, or in our own deliverance 
without joy: and that we cannot believe 
in generous compassion, or self-sacrific- 
ing benevolence, without having on our 
minds at the time impressions corres- 
ponding to these affections. Even had 
there been no mention of faith made 
through the whole Bible, it is yet evi- 
dent to common sense that its commu- 
nications could be profitable to none, 
but to those who believed them ; and it 
is no less evident that, unless these com- 
munications are understood, they cannot 
be believed in their true meaning. Our 
business, then, isto understand the mean- 
ing of those communications which God 
has been pleased to make to us in his 
word, and to receive them as substantial 
realities altogether independent of our 
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admission or rejection. We must pro- 
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secute our inquiries on this subject, not || sins, and a cure for our spiritual diseases 
as critics or judges, or scholars, but as || that we must seek after. If we seek, we 
sinners. It is not an interesting exercise || shall find, and we shall find them in Je 
for our faculties, but a pardon for our || sus Christ.’’ 
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Foreign intelligence. 
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EFFECTS PRODUCED Br READING || and the deserted house, determined 
THE NEW TESTAMENT. to travel with the utmost speed to 
the nearest seaport, a day’s journey 
from his village, and there engage as 
REMARKABLE HISTORY OF THE CON- |! q sailor. Meanwhile, the stabbed 
VERSION OF A JEW. Jew, whose wounds were not mor- 
Extracted from “Hrmer’s Cantstrax || tal, recovered so far as to be able to 
Jounnat,” a periodical work, highly || move, with slow steps, to the adja- 
esteemed among Christians in Germany; || cent village. He could not give any 
reprinted in a small volume, published || satisfactory account of the circum- 
_ by Barow Von Blomberg, at Detmold.}) vances under which he met with 
A respectable innkeeper, in a vil- || this accident, both from weakness, 
lage in Germany, had a very deprav- || and because he had neither seen his 
ed and ungodly son. One day, an||,.murderer, nor the instrument by 
old sickly Jew, Elieser, arrived at || which he came to his wounds; for he 
the inn, situated at some distance || first recovered his senses, when he 
from the village, and feeling himself |} had laid for some time on the dung- 
very ill, immediately ordered a bed |} hill. Hejdied on the following day; 
to rest upon. While he was fast || and the surgeon who had examined 
asleep—the young profligate con- || the corpse declared, that though his 
ceived the hellish idea to profit from || wounds were not in themselves ab- 
the opportunity, for the innkeeper, solutely mortal, yet in the present 
his father, with bis mother, and all || case had been the real cause of ac- 
the servants, were gone to the fair || celerated death. 
in the market town—to murder the The murderer, pushed on by tor- 
old sick Jew, and to rob him of his || menting fears, proceeded on his 
money. He inflicted upon him se- |} way; in a wood he found, on the 
veral stabs with a knife whereby he || edge of the road, a young Jew, fast 
lost his senses. Though he was |! asleep: suddenly another satanical 
still breathing, vet themurderer con- || idea. suggested itself to his mind.— 
sidered his death as inevitable, took |} He drew the knife with which he had 
aving from his finger, and the little || committed the murder, out ofhisown 
money he had in one of his pockets, |} pocket, put it gently into the pock- 
and threw the bocdy on a dry dung- || et of the still sleeping Jew, and ra- 
hill behind the house, with a design |} pidly pursued his journey on a by- 
t@ cover it as soon as possible. But || path through the wood.. He reach- 
he had scarcely re-entered into. the |} ed the seaport P. In the inn where 
room, but he was seized with the |} he took up his lodging, his youthful 
terrors of hell, which disqualified || appearance and handsome figure 
him for every reflection. In a state |} struck the daughter of the house; 
of distraction be ran out of the |j the affection soon became mutual; 
hause, without mindmg, the body of || and when the father had given his 
ihe murdered Jew, left uncovered, || consent, they were married, and re- 


“My word shall not return unto me void.” 
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mained in the house to assist the 
father in his business. 

It so happened, that two soldiers 
were walking in the same road 
where the murderer had perpetrated 
his second attrociousness. They 
found there a well-looking young 
man sleeping, whom, from his dress 
and countenance, they supposed to 
be a Jew; it was the same who has 
been mentioned. “Why,” said one 
of the soldiers to his companion, “we 
are both of us hungry and thirsty, 
may we not apply to the pockets of 
the sleeping Jew for a little money / 
As he is asleep he will not refuse it.” 
* The hint is good,” returned the 
other, “for I am almost fainting from 
thirst, and I have not a farthing in 
my pocket. They now put a hand 
into the coat pocket of drowsy Na- 
than (this was the name of the Jew) 
for money ; but instead of a purse, 
they found and drew forth a large 
knife, and were terrified when they 
found it covered with gore; but soon 
recovering from their terror, by the 
hope of earning that reward to which 
the law entitles those who have de- 
livered into the hands of justice, a 
man under suspicion of murder, they 
awakened the Jew, bound him, and 
deaf to his questions, entreaties, and 
protestations, they conducted him 
into the town, where immediately he 
was put into the prison. 

Here he remained in confinement 
for more than a year. In the first 
month, already the state of inactivi- 
ty became to him intolerably tedious. 
Heasked the jailor whether he could 
not give him books to read’? “There 
is,” replied he, “in the whole house, 
but one book, probably left behind 
by a former prisoner.” ‘“ What 
book ?” asked the Jew. “I do not 
know it,” was the answer of the ig- 
norant, rude jailor. I have never 
read it; but on looking into it, I 
have found that it contains some his- 
torical accounts, and also some let- 
ters.” “Oh !” cried the Jew, “give 


me that book: every book is prefer- 
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able to tediousness.” He gave it. 
The Jew was almost struck with 
horror, when he read the title-page 
of the book ; it was, The New Tes- 
tament of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
He was about to return it; but—so 
he said to himself,—“ What harm 
can it do me, if for once, with my 
own eyes, I see what the Christians 
relate of their deified son of Mirjam? 
I shall thereby be enabled to argue 
with Christians.” He now actually 
began reading; he first read with 
secret reluctance; but the longer 
he continued reading, the more re- 
luctance changed into tormenting 
alarm and distress of mind he could 
not possibly account for. 

The sermons of Jesus contained 
in the Gospels, appeared to him so 
full of wisdom; his actions so super- 
natural; his views so pure; his 
sentiments so noble and so holy, ‘that 
he felt himself struck with reverence 
to him, and was convinced, that not 
one of all men who have lived here 
on earth, not even Moses or Abra- 
ham, was comparable to him. From 
his early infancy he had ‘heard his 
parents and teachers represent Je- 
sus of Nazareth as a proud, quarrel- 
some, and to his own people, hostile 
innovator, mutineer, and imposter. 
He now was amazed to see before 
his sight, on every page, the hum- 
blest and meekest of all the sons of 
Abraham, nay, of all the children of 
Adam. He could not be satiated 
by reading the sermon on the mount, 
distilling the dew of heavenly wis- 
dom, the last prayer of the divine 
high-priest, and his last conversation 
with his disciples, overflowing with 
the most tender parting love; with 
silent tears in his eyes he read the 
history of the passion and death of 
Jesus, and at his last words upon 
the cross, especially at that prayer, 
“Father forgive them !” he began 
bitterly to cry. He could scarcely 
prevail upon himself to proceed, but 
his desire to know the conduct of 
the disciples after the death of their 
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master, induced him to read the Acts 
of the Apostles also; here the events 
of the day of Pentecost, and the ef- 
feets of the sermon of thatday, struck 
him with peculiar power, But the 
conversion of a Saul into a Paul 
made the deepest impression upon 
his soul: this marvellous event ope- 
rated decisively; almost unanimous- 
ly he exclaimed, with a loud voice, 
“ Astruly as the God of Abraham 
lives in heaven, Jesus of Nazareth 
is the Messiah, the Son of the living 
God!” And in the same state of 
ecstacy he lifted up his hands and 
prayed, “ As truly as thou, O Jesus 
of Nazareth, art the true Prophet 
and Messia, I will be thy disciple ! 
Have mercy upon me! have mercy, 
as thou shewdest mercy to the thief 
at thy right hand! Pray for me, as 
thou prayedst for thy murderers— 
Father, forgive him!” 

This son of Abraham, now in his 
heart a believer, longed now with an 
increased desire after the day of his 
acquittal, of which, conscious of his 
innocence, he had not the least 
doubt. This desire was not so much 
owing to his natural love of liberty, 
as to a wish to confess publicly with 
the mouth, what he believed with his 
heart, and to be added by baptism 
to the followers of Jesus Christ. He 
spent his time every day in reading 
the New Testament, which now had 
become his invaluable treasure, and 
he repeatedly perused it from the 
beginning to the end, with increasing 
interest and joy. In his examination 
before the court of justice he de- 
fended himself with freeness, but 
modestly : even his judges confess- 
ed that his conduct bore testimony 
to his innocence; and the visible 
calmness of soul he showed when 
the bloody knife found in his pocket 
was produced, and his modest de- 
claration on that occasion, staggered 
the judges. As to the final issue of 
the wish, the prisoner was without 
fear, q waiting for the day. 
when God himself would be pleased 
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to make his innocence manifest by 
some providential incident. After 
having been detained in prison for 
fifteen months, he received his sen- 
tence, by which he was to be whip- 
ped publicly before the town-hall, on 
three consecutive days, and then to 
one year’s hard labour in the citadel. 
A tear dropped from his eyes when 
the sentence was communicated to 
him, but he returned calmly and re- 
signed into his prison. 

The day of execution arrived ; 
the prisoner had already been 
brought into the town-hall, to be un- 
dressed for the first whipping, when 
an official message arrived from the 
court of magistrates at P., by which 
notice was given, that the real mur- 
derer of the Jew Eliesar had there 
been detected and brought into pri- 
son, and that he bad already confess- 
ed his crime. 

Our prisoner was now immediate- 
ly sent back into prison, but showed 
into a better room; and after the 
lapse of a week, he was in the most 
honourable terms restored to liberty. 
The most respectable inhabitants of 
the town expressed their concern for 
his undeserved imprisOnment, and 
their cordial sympathy in his release. 
He replied, “ Your interest in my 
case, affects my heart; butI cannot 
accept your compassion, for by my 
imprisonment I have but little lost, 
but gained infinitely.”” Very soon 
after having been set at liberty, he 
inquired after a pious minister of 
the Gospel; the Rev. Mr. B. was 
recommended to him as a holy man ; 
to him he opened his heart, and re- 
lated to him all that he had experi- 
enced both in his outer and inner 
man, and most earnestly entreated 
him to be baptized, and to admit him 
to the Lord’s supper. 

When the minister had thorough- 
ly examined him, he wrote to his 
superior.—* He, who like this Isra- 
elite, has been taught of God, does 
ot stand in need of human instruc- 
tion. I have found him so profound- 





1823. 


ly informed of every truth of our 
religion, and at the same time so 
firmly convinced of its divinity, that 
I should deem it sinful to refuse him 
baptism.” Some weeks afterwards 
he was publicly baptized in the pa- 
rish church, and then admitted to 
partake of the holy sacrament, un- 
der great emotions of his heart. 

The real murderer, who lived un- 
der a false name, with his father-in- 
law at P. as his assistant in the ma- 
nagement of the inn, had, by some 
unguarded expressions, already ex- 
cited some suspicion, when a cir- 
cumstance happened where he ful- 
ly betrayed himself. Two stran- 
gers who had put up at the inn, con- 
versed about the murder, and all that 
since had followed, in the presence 
of a member of the court of magis- 
trates. 
the inn-keeper at M. as the suppos- 
ed criminal; and as just at that mo- 
ment the son-in-law of the house en- 
tered into the room, ene of the stran- 
gers ina jocose manner, and without 
the least intention, said, “ Exactly 
like this, our voung landlord, that 
person is said to be in his appear- 
ance.” At these words the young 
man turned pale, he trembled, at- 
tempted to speak, and stammered. 
The magistrate, whose suspicion 
was roused, went to his colleagues, 
who after some deliberation, resolv- 
ed to watch the young man during 
day, and in the evening confine him, 
which was done. 

At the first stage of his trial the 
wretch contrived to elude the acute- 
ness of his cross-examiners ; but 
by dint of unrelenting investigations, 
more and more circumstances in 
aggravation were brought to light, 
and his unsatisfactory account with 
regard to the ring, still in his pos- 
session, confirmed the suspicion.— 
At last, the inward judge brought 
about what his human judges had 
been unable to effect. Inward tor- 
ments were so visibly depicted in 
his countenance and in his whole 


They mentioned the son of 
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conduct, that the judges were em- 
boldened to address him in these 
words :—Villain! dost thou dare 
longer to defy the heart-searching 
eyes ofthe Almighty? Thou stand- 
est before an open gulf; before it 
swallow thee, in honour of truth, says 
Yes! Trembling in every limb, he 
said, Yes; and after making an open 
confession of his crime, and every 
attending particular, he was sentenc- 
ed to be whipped in the market- 
place on eight consecutive days, and 
to six years’ hard labour in the cita- 
del. 

Our convert Nathan, now after 
his baptism Christlieb, (Christophi- 
lus) had no sooner been informed of 
the transaction, but his heart was 
filled with sorrow and compassion 
for the criminal. He was not re- 
joiced to see the author of his past 
misfortune brought to punishment; 
he only felt a strong desire after the 
salvation of his soul. To this effect 
he took the resolution to go to C., 
there to take lodgings for six years, 
in order to see the culprit every day, 
to bring him in the way of life, and 
to do him good for soul and body. 
For this he requested the permission 
of the commander, which also was 
granted to him, when he had ex- 
plained his reasons. He procured 
better food for the criminal, and aid- 
ed in his cure and nursing during an 
illness which befel him. On that 
occasion he made his spiritual cure, 
the conversion of his poor soul, his 
chief: concern. He instructed, he 
warned, he entreated, he solicited the 
sick, to save his poor soul, by turn- 
ing with a penitent heart to him who 
pardoned and saved the murderer 
on the cross. His tears and solici- 
tations proved effectual. It pleased 
the Lord, who receiveth sinners, to 
touch the ha:dened heart of the cul- 
prit ; he wept for mercy, and found 
mercy. He melted away in tears 
of the deepest repentance, under a 
prayer offered up by his benefactor; 
and prayed afterwards himself with 
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affecting fervour and devotion. The 
Lord answered the supplication of 
the contrite sinner, and spoke peace 
to his soul. From that day he be- 
gan to recover from his illness ; and 
after his restoration to health, both 
his countenance and his conduct 
bore testimony of the reality and 
sincerity of his conversion. His 
transformation into a new man was 
even observed by the commander, 
who more and more esteemed him 
for his peaceable, industrious, and 
obedient behaviour, and endeavour- 
ed to make his situation as easy for 
him as it was in his power to do.— 
After the years of his punishment 
had elapsed, he recovered his liber- 
ty. His spiritual and temporal be- 
nefactor took him into his own lodg- 
ing, where they remained together 
for some months, improving them- 
selves by the word of truth, and 
strengthening themselves by daily 
prayers in faith, in love, and in per- 
severance im the grace they both 
of them had obtained. After having 
partaken together in the sacrament, 
Christieib accompanied his friend 
to the place of his former residence, 
and hastened to his wife, who pre- 
sented to him his first-born son, 
whom she had breught into the world 
during the first year of his confine- 
ment. On the following day he left 
them and returned to his own resi- 
dence, where after three or four 
months he fell sick, and was remov- 
ed imto the kingdom of everlasting 
bliss and joy. On his sick bed he 
often mentioned the name of his 
friend, with fervent gratitude and 
imtercession, that the Lord would 
make him faithful unto the end, and 
a shining light to his family. This 
prayer was not in vain. His friend 
remained faithful to the grace he 
had e and >e was made 
the blessed instrument of turning his 
wife and her from the world 
and from the service of sin, into the 
narrow path, which leadeth to life. 
He was the object of scorn to the 
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worldly minded, but of gratitude and 
praise to the true worshippers of 
God and Christ. 


[ Israel’s Advocate. 


From the Bengal Hurkaru, Oct. 23, 1822. 
IMMOLATION AT HOWRAH. 


To the Editor of the Journal, 


Sir: Knowing that you are a phi- 
lanthropist, I beg leave to inform 
you that directly opposite to Fort 
William, and not above 100 yards 
to the southward of thé late Mr. 
William Jones’s dwelling house at 
Seebpore, on Monday morning at 
gun-fire, a widow, the mother of a 
large family, was put on a pile of 
combustibles, and burned to death, 
attended with circumstances of cru- 
elty which I shal] endeavour to de- 
scribe, partly as seen by myself and 
as I. was informed by others. 

On Friday, the 1 i thinstant, about 
noon, an old Brahimi died, and at 
the me of his death was possessed 
of considerable riches, and had two 
wives, one of whom was many years 
younger than the other; and by each 
of these wives he had a large family 
of children, boys and girls, now liv- 
ing. The moment this man expir- 
ed, his eldest son, heir to all his pro- 
perty, posted off to Allypore, and 
applied to C. R. Barwell, Esq. 
magistrate of the suburbs of Calcut- 
ta, for a license to burn his own mo- 
ther and his step-mother with the 
body of his father; but it appears 
Mr. Barwell then granted license 
for one wife only, the eldest, to be 
burned. Confident, however, that 
by another application leave would 
be obtained to burn the other wife 
also, the pile was raised, and every 
preparation made to burn them both 
on the following day at noon; but 
at the hour of noon on Saturday no 
license from Mr. Barwell for the 
destruction of the youngest woman 
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had arrived, and no license was 
granted during the whole of that day. 

The news of this rather novel cir- 
cumstance soon spread along Seeb- 
pore and Howrah, and thousands of 
people of all descriptions were as- 
sembled to learn the particulars, 
and many of them, and to me, the 
family and Brahmin friends volun- 
tarily confessed, that doth wives 
must be burned, or neither of them 
could be burned, as the one for 
whom the license was obtained had 
declared that she would not be 
burned alone. 

On Sunday circumstances re- 
mained just the same as on Satur- 
day, for Mr. Barwell was inflexible, 
and no license to burn the youngest 
wife could they obtain from him, 
notwithstanding they used every art, 
artifice, and invention, which the 
craft and cunning of a Brahmin 
could concieve. 

On Sunday, as on Saturday, 
crowds of people were in attendance 
from morning till night; and to all 
the Europeans who inquired, the 
declaration of the deceased’s family. 
and attending Brahmin, were the 


same, that the one wife could not be |! 


burned alone, she having dissented 
therefrom ; and great hopes began 
now to be entertained by the hu- 
mane, that Mr. Barwell’s firmness 
would save them both; but the poor 
creatures were all this time, from 
the moment their husband had 
breathed his last, on Friday at noon, 
kept locked up, and not allowed to 
taste a morsel of vituals of any de- 
scription, and the hope which had 
been entertained of their being sav- 
ed from the flames, was greatly 
damped by the fear that both would 
be starved to death by their merci- 
less keepers. 

On the following morning, Mon- 
day, the 14th instant, at gun fire, 
notwithstanding the previous repeat- 
ed acknowledgments and. confes- 
sions of the attending Brahmin and 
the family and friends of the deceas- 


HEBER. 33. 
ed, that they could net burn the one 
wife alone, at that selected period, 
when they thought few eyes would 
be open to view their proceedings, 
the elder woman was dragged from 

her prison of starvation, made to 
mount the pile and clasp the putrid 
carcase of her so long deceased hus- 
band in her arms, the stench from 
which, at that time, was intolerable. 
Two thick ropes, previously prepar- 
ed, were then passed over the bo- 
dies, and two long levers of bamboo, 
crossing each other, were likewise 
employed to pinion her down, the 
unconsumed four ends of which are 
still to be seen on the spot. 

All things being thus arranged, 
the eldest son, and heir, who was to 
succeed to the property, set fire to 
the pile, which speedily burnt and 
consumed his own mother; and at 
this act it is said that he triumphant- 
ly exulted | 

The other poor woman being still 
kept in confinement, and no nourish- 








ment supplied, is now seized with 
delirium, and in a few hours more 


_ will no doubt end her existence also, 


actually starved to death. 

Who are they who can read this 
statement without being filled with 
horror and disgust! And who are 
they who can with ease avert and 
prevent similar occurrences, who 
ought to hesitate a moment ! 

A Frienp To Humanity. 
Calcutta, Oct. 16, 1822. 


BISHOP HEBER. 

The appointment of Reginald He- 
ber to the Bishopric of Calcutta, is 
an auspicious event for the interests 
of religion. He is a warm friend of 
the British and Foreign Bible Soci- 
ety and of the Missionary. Societies. 
It is expected that three missiona- ~ 
ries will accompany the Bishop ow 





his voyage from to India. 
_A library, valued at 1600, will at 
_ the same time be sent to the 

lately established. The Church Mis- 
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sionary Society has placed #1000 
at the disposal of Bishop Heber, for 
the benefit of the College, and desire 
his judgment respecting the method 
in which the Society can hereafter 
render the most effectual assistance 
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to the College. The Society has 
chosen the Bishop one of its Vice- 
Patrons; and he has given in reply, 
assurances of sincere attachment to 
the cause in which it is engaged. 

[ Religeous Intelligencer. 


ee 


Domestic Intelligence. 


———— 


Proceedings of the Domestic and 
Foreign Missionary Society of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church, 

. in the United States, from its 
formation to the General Con- 
vention, held in Philadelphia, in 
May, 1823. 


FIRST TRIENNIAL MEETING. 


Tue first triennial meeting of the 
“ Domestic and Foreign Missionary 
Society of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, in the United States,’’ was 
held on Tuesday, the 20th of May, 
in St. Paul’s Church, in the city of 
Philadelphia, at 8 o’clock, P. M. 

The Rt. Rev. Bishop Wurre in 
the chair. 

After the report of the Board of 
Directors was read, presenting a de- 
tailed account of its proceedings 
since the first organization of the so- 
ciety, the following resolution was 
offered by F. S. Key, Esq. accom- 
panied with an address: 
ror That the report be accept- 


This resolution was adopted. 

The Rev. Ben. T. Onderdonk, 
having also addressed the meeting, 
offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted. 

Resolved, That the members of our 
church, , and they hereby are 
requ to extend their patronage 
to this society, by uniting with such aux- 
iliary societies as may be formed agree- 
ably to article VIM. of the constitution, 

motion of the Rev. James 
Milner, D. D. 








: 


Resolved, That the thanks of this so- 
ciety be presented to the Executive 
Committee, for their diligent and faithful 
attention to the duties assigned them. 

This resolution was adopted. 

The Rev. Mr. Boyd proposed to 
the Society, the several amendments 
to the constitution, which had been 
previously brought before the board 
of directors, without being acted up- 
on: whereupon, it was 

Resolved, That this subject be refer- 
red to the General Convention, and that 
the Rev. Mr. Kemper be a committee 
to bring the subject before that body. 


OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY. 


President. 
Rt. Rev. William White, D. D. 


Vice-Presidents. 

Rt. Rev. John H. Hobart, D. D. 
Alexander V. Griswold, D. D. 
Richard “\anning Moore, D. D. 
James Kemp, D. D. 
John Croes, D. D. 
Nathaniel Bowen, D. D. 
Philander Chase, D. D. 
Thomas C. Brownell, D. D. 
John S. Ravenscroft, D. D. 


Patrons. 
Hon. John C. Herbert, 
Francis S. Key, Esq. 
Richard Dale, Esq. 
Hon. John Jay, 
Alexander C. Magruder, Esq. 
Peter Keen, Esq. 

Rev. Frederick Beasley, D. D. 
Samuel H. Turner, D.D. 
James Milnor, D D. 
John P. K. Henshaw, 
Joseph R. Walker, 
William Richmond, 
Jackson Kemper, 
Benjamin Allen, 
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Secretaries. 
Rev. George Boyd, John C. Pechin. 
Directors. 
Pennsyl.—Rev. J. ‘iontgomery. 
Wm. H. De Lancy, 
Gregory T. Bedell, 
Mr. Thomas Hale, 
John Read, 
Charles N. Bancker, 
Henry Hollingsworth 
Charles Wheeler, 
Hugh De Haven, jr. 
James Nixon. 
Delaware—Rev. Ralph Williston, 
Maryland—Rev. Wm. E. Wyatt, D. D. 
Virginia—Rev. Wm. H. Wilmer, D. D. 
William Meade. 
NV. Carolina—Rev. Richard S. Mason. 
S. Carolina—Rev. C. Hankel. 
Georgia—Rev. Hugh Smith. 
New Jersey—Rev. Geo. Y. Morehouse. 
New York—Rev. Benj. T. Onderdonk. 
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Rhode Island—Rev. Salmon Wheaton. 
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REPORT. 

The Board of Directors of the 
Domestic and Foreign Missionary 
Society of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States, in mak- 
ing this their first report, have to la- 
ment that the account which they are 
about to give of the affairs of the So- 
ciety is not more interesting: while 
at the same time they would return 
thanks to God for the encourage- 
ment he has been pleased to afford. 
The unanimity with which the Soci- 
ety was organized by the General 
Convention, was regarded by all, as 
a favourable indication of the man- 
ner in which it would be supported 
by the Church. Although this ex- 
pectation has not been fully realiz- 
ed, the Board are disposed to take 
encouragement from the general ex- 
pression of opinion in favour of the 
Society; rather than to despond be- 
cause these professions have not yet 
been followed by corresponding ex- 
ertion. The Society has commenc- 
ed its operations under circumstan- 
ces by no means inauspicious; other 
institutions which are now dealing 
Vou. V....No. 2.—H 
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out the bread of life to thousands and 
tens of thousands, did not make a 
more promising beginning. We will 
indulge the delightful hope, that ere 
long “ we shall reap if we faint not.” 

The meeting of the Board of Di- 
rectors contemplated in the 11th ar- 
ticle of the Constitution, was held 
at the vesiry room of St. James’s 
Church, on the third Wednesday of 
November, 1821; at this time seve- 
ral resolutions were adopted and 
committees appointed, who were re- 
quested to make report at the annu- 
al meeting. The following address 
was also now prepared at the re- 
quest of the Directors, by the Right 
Rev. Bishop White, President of 
the Society, and circulated through- 
out the United States : 

ADDRESS. 
BRETHREN : 

We respectfully state to you, that 
we have entered on the trust com- 
mitted to us by the late general 
convention, and now solicit your be- 
nefactions for the carrying of their 
design into effect. 

We refer, for a developement of 
the views of the Convention, to the 
Constitution of the Society,* from 
which it willappear, that these are the 
two objects of Domestic and Foreign 
Missions. 

Had no other than the former 
been attempted, there would have 
been a wide range for the display of 
zeal and of endeavour. It is pro- 
bably known to those who will be the 
readers of this address, that there 
was a time within the memory of 
many living, when, in consequence 
of the troubles of the revolutionary 
war, concurring with the want of the 
means of continuing the ministry 
among ourselves, the far greater 
number of our congregations were 
destitute of pastors; and indeed, in 
a state approaching to annihilation. 
Although, under the blessing of God, 
there has been a gradual revival of 


* The Constitution may be found in 
the July Ne. of the 3d Vol. of the Rep, 
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the administration of the ordinances; 
yet, to this day, in the Adantic states, 
there are numerous districts, in 
which a considerable portion of the 
people is episcopal, while yet an 
episcopal ministry is unknown among 
them: owing partly to the circum- 
Stance, that the number of the or- 
dained is unequal to the demand; 
but principally to their being a scat- 
tered people, not likely to be bene- 
fited by any other than a missionary 
ministry ; until, by excitement thus 
made, and by consequent increase, 
the inhabitants shall be competent 
to the supporting of a ministry of 
their own. This has been found, in 
many instances, to be the effect of 
the occasional visits of a zealous 
missionary. 

It adds immensely to the neces- 
sity of the present call on your bene- 
ficence, that while the active mem- 
bers of our church have been occu- 
pied inrepairing the decayed ways 
and renewing the dilapidated build- 
ings of our Zion, new prospects 
have been opened on, them wesi- 
ward, in immense territories, in 
which the church is to be reared, if 
at all, from its foundations. It has 
been distressing to the hearts of those 
prominent in our ecclesiastical con- 
cerns, that for some years past they 
have received continual and earnest 
requests for ministerial supplies, 
which there were no means of meet- 
ing. Some aid has been afforded. 
It has been very small; but the 
thankfulness with which it was re- 
ceived, the excitement consequent 
on it among those destitute mem- 
bers of our communion, and its effi- 
cacy beyond proportion to what was 
bestowed, present pleasing presages 
of what may be expected ja rom the 





combi of our church 
throu: the ynion, prudently di- 
rect by the liberali- 
ty of fa apenbers, enerally. . 

We ae tion to our bre- 
thren in. new ‘states, not unlike to 


that in which, before the revolution, 
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the episcopal population in the At- 
lantic provinces stood to their parent 
church in England, What was then 
the conduct of that church towards 
the forefathers of those who are now 
invited to imitate them in their 
beneficence? It was, that she ex- 
tended, her fostering care to her 
sons, in, their migration to the then 
uncultivated wilderness of the new 
world; and that she organized a 
society in which the prelates took 
the lead, being sustained by the most 
distinguished of the clergy and of the 
laity overthe whole realm. Although 
their aids were discontinued. with 
the acknowledgment of the inde- 
pendence of this country—a limita- 
tion to which they were restricted 
by the conditions of their charter ; 
yet, the good achieved by them. is 
felt in its consequences to the pre- 
sent day. To provinces planted by 
members of the established church, 
they extended no aid; nor was there 
occasion for any, there being provi- 
sion made in them by legislative as- 
sessments. But in the province in 
which the episcopal portion of the 
population was thin, and other forms 
of profession prevalent; we should at 
this time be destitute of the means 
of worshipping God agreeably to the 
dictates of our consciences, or rather, 
there would have been long since 
lost all the traces of the peculiar in- 
stitutions of our apostolic church, 
had it not been for the fostering 
care of the said venerable body, and 
for the expense to which the mem- 
bers of our communion in the parent 
land voluntarily subjected them- 
selves. The time is come, when 
gratitude and honour, inconcurrence 
with zeal for what we conceive to be 
the truths of scripture, urge us to 
repay the benefit, not to the bestow- 
ers of it, who neither claim nor stand 
in need of a return; but by the sup- 
ply of the spiritual wants of those 
who have migrated from our soil, as 
our forefathers migrated from, the 


Jand of their nativity; and whe would 





1825. 


doubtless have béen objects of the 
beneficence of the church, which is 
our common parent, but for the se- 
verance which has taken place in the 
course of Divine Providence. 

In sénding forth the present ad- 
dress, we derive great encourage- 
ment from the recently begun exer- 
tions of another society, created with 
a view to education for the ministry. 
Heretofore, the want of pecuniary 
means was not the only hindrance to 
the sending of missionaries to our 
distant brethren. There was ano- 
ther in the scarcity of ministers; 
and under this privation, our only 
resource was that of which we have 
an example in the holy Author of 
our religion, the praying of—* the 
Lord of the harvest, that he would 
send forth labourers into his har- 
vest.” Within these few years, there 
was projected a plan, which, besides 
advantage to the church generally, 
was contemplated as likely to sup- 


ply the want now deplored. This |) 


expectation was strengthened by the 
satisfaction expressed by our mem- 
bers generally, on account of the 
projected seminary. Nevertheless, 
and although there have been good 
beginnings of a theological education 
under able professors, some embar- 
rassment arose from a diversity of 
views for the realizing of the expec- 
tation of the public; and this was 
no more than is natural, because of 
the partialities resulting from local 
and accidential circumstances among 
members of a communion over so 
wide an extent of country. The 
degree of harmony in which this 
diversity became absorbed during 
the late General Convention, is a 
promising presage cf the future 
prosperity of the newly organized 
seminary, under the name of “ The 
General Theological Seminary of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
the United States of America.”— 
Among its benefits, we anticipate. 
as not the least, its supplying of mi- 
nisters to states which had not risen 
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into existence when this church was 
organized; the immensely increased 
population of which has added pro- 
portionally to the strength and re- 
spectability of our civil Union; and 
ought therefore to be looked to, for 
an extension of the doctrines, of the 
worship, and of the discipline of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, with- 
in the same bounds. 

While we represent in this impor- 
tant point of view the wants of the 
members of our own church, we do 
not overlook the other branch of our 
trust; from which it may be gather- 
ed, that the Convention conternplat- 
ed the giving of a beginning to ef- 
forts simultaneous with those of other 
denominations of Christians, for the 
extending of the light of the Gospel 
to the benighted heathen. There is 
no fact more remarkable on the face 
of the Bible, than that the Gospel is 


to be preached to all nations: this 


having been announced by the Sa- 
viour in person, and by his apostles 
after his crucifixion. Judging from 
what we know of the course of Pro- 
vidence, operating through the in- 
tervention of second causes, we are 
led to conclude, that these predic- 
tions will be fulfilled by human en- 
deavours, under the government of 
divine grace. 

Here opens on us a subject which 


lcan not be contemplated without 


grief, on account of the inefficiency 
of measures formerly pursued for 
the extending of the kingdom of the 
Redeemer; and especially their con- 
trariety to the beneficent spirit which 
it breathes. The sword and the 
cross have been displayed in utna- 
tural alliance, in wars professedly 
made for the subjecting of nations to 
the sceptre of the Prince of Peace. 
The effect has been, either the ge- 
nerating of enmity against a religion 
attempted to be ableuded by. vio- 
lence; or, the establishing of the 
same religion in name, but disfigur- 
ed by corruptions subversive of the 
spirit of its institutions. It was not 
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thus that the faith in Christ had been 
propagated, when, within a few years 
after the apostles, its apologists ap- 
pealed to the known fact, that inde- 

endently on human policy or force, 
it had reached the utmost limits of 
the then known world. 

Without the din of war for the 
extension of the Christian cause, 
there have been settlements made 
in the neighbourhoods of heathen 
nations, apparently opening avenues 
for the entrance of the truths of the 
Gospel; while, the object being gain 
and the increase of commerce, there 
has been inefficiency as to the other 
object, which became a matter of 
little or of no concern with the set- 
tlers. 

Even when a mass of people, of 
whom a considerable proportion 
were consistent Christians, have 
been seated in like vicinities of the 
heathen, their position to one another 
has been such, that the latter have 
known little of the other, besides 
the vices, and especially the frauds 
of those who bore the name, and to 
whom, from circumstances connect- 


ed with the arrangement of civil | 


life, their intercourses were confin- 
ed. This is especially discernible 
in our own country; in the relation 
in which, from the infancy of our 
settlements, we have stood to the 
Indian tribes on our frontier. For, 
although efforts have been made, 
and not altogether without effect, as 
well by the Church of England as 
by other denominations, for the 
evangelizing of these tribes, yet the 
good has been greatly overbalanced 
by the mass of vice generated by 
our commercial communications, 
which our public counsels have not 
hitherto been able to regulate or to 
restrain. 

Of late years, under very differ- 
ent circumstances, and generally in 
a very different spirit from the above, 
there have been put forth endea- 
yours for the conveying of the Gos- 

pel to heathen nations. It has been 
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by presenting the books of Scrip- 
ture in their different languages; and 
by sending to them missionaries, 
whose views are detached from all 
the concerns, alike of temporal 
sovereignties, and of spiritual domi- 
nation interfering with civil duties; 
and who can not have any other ob- 
ject, than that of making their con- 
verts the subjects of “a kingdom 
not of this world.””. Who can cal- 
culate the effects of this new plan 
for the evangelizing of the world? 
And who can tell, whether it may 
not be the expedient in the counsels 
of divine Wisdom, for the fulfilment 
of the promise to the Messiah, of 
“civing him the heathen for his in- 
heritance, and the utmost parts of 
the earth for his possession?” or of 
hastening the time, when, in the lan- 
guage of the New Testament, “the 
fullness of the Gentiles shall have 
come in.” 

But why should this be reckoned 
altogether a problem, when there 
has already begun and progressed 
a series of events, pointing to the 
consummation so desirable? Alrea- 
dy, the peaceful preaching of the 
Gospel has made inroads on the su- 
perstitions of Bramah and of Budda 
in Asia. Already, in Africa, many 
of her sable children are assembled 
under pastors, who break to them 
the bread of life. And already the 
uniting of religion and civilization, 
has made the beginning of a rescue 
of the inhabitants of our western wil- 
derness, from the atrocities of their 
savage state; and of opening their 
eyes to a due esteem of the arts 
and the enjoyments of civilized life; 
under no circumstances, however, 
without a proportionate esteem for 
those truths, those precepts, and 
those promises, which can be learn- 
ed only from the Bible. 

It is a remarkable fact, tending to 
sustain the sentiments which have 
been delivered, that there has lately 
appeared, in various countries, a 
zeal for missionary labours, beyond 









SEPT. 


any thing of the same spirit since the 
age of the first preaching of the Gos- 
pel. Many and great are the dan- 
gers to be encountered, and many 
and great are the privations to be 
submitted to, in the prosecution of 
such designs; and yet the ardour, 
far from being damped by discou- 


ragement of this sort, is on the in-° 


crease. In the beginning, there 
may have been no unreasonable ap- 
prehensions, that the fire would ex- 
pire after a transient blaze; but ma- 
ny years have attested not only the 
sincerity, but the perseverance of 
the men, who had thus devoted 
themselves to the going out into the 
high-ways and hedges of pagan ido- 
lairy, at the cost of encountering 
any hardships, and of being forever 
separate in this world from the en- 
dearing intercourses of kindred and 
early attachment. Is there not in 
this what may not improbably be an 
indication of the approach of the 
time, when there shall be a verifying 
of the promise—“ from the rising of 
the sun, even unto the going down of 
the same, my name shall be great 
among the Gentiles.” 

Let it not be imagined, that how- 
ever deep our conviction of its be- 
ing the duty of professing Christians, 
to contribute to the spreading of the 
light of the Gospel over the world, 
in proportion as opportunity may be 
presented and means enable, we 
contemplate this object in a sever- 
ance from the moral cultivation of 
mankind. We know what is said, 
with truth, of the contrariety be- 
tween faith and practice, in a great 
proportion of professed Christians. 
And we know what is said, with- 
out truth, of the competency of 
the light of Nature, to direct men to 
the duties which they owe to one 
another, and to the most essential of 
those which they owe immediately 
to God. Under the former head. 
the appeal may be made to a com- 
parison of christian states, the low- 
est in the moral scale, with those of 
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heathenism in the highest; and un- 
der the latter, to the bloody rites of 
pagan worship prevalent at the pre- 
sent day. In particular, human sa- 
crifices offered to pretended gods, 
are mournful monuments how little 
can be achieved by human reason, 
for the offering to God of the honour 
due to his great name; further than 
as that faculty has been enlighten- 
ed by revelation, either traditionary 
from the origin of our race, or by 
communications, from time to time, 
under the influence of inspiration.— 
And, if an appeal should be made 
from the condition of barbarism, to 
that of the reign of philosophy and 
improvements in civil life, it will 
not detract from the argument, but 
strengthen it; Since no degree of cul- 
tivation has had the least controi over 
the most degrading of the forms of 
idol worship, or over the general 
corruption of manners, by which, 
under all circumstances, it has been 
attended. 

From many instances which 
might be mentioned of the oppo- 
site characters of these different 
states of society, we select as one of 
the most prominent, the different 
estimation in which the female cha- 
racter is respectively held under 
them. Itis a fact too glaring to be 
denied, that in no country, either in 
ancient times or in modern, where 
the sound of the Gospel is not heard, 
is woman placed in a grade, which 
renders her a rational companion, or 
possessed of rights secured to her by 
equal law. In this single circum- 
stance, there isa cause which has a 
material operation on all the con- 
cerns of mankind, civil and domes- 
tic; and in forming the personal cha- 
racters of all the individuals of a 
community, in their progress from 
infancy to manhood. It is ina great 
measure, the line of discrimination 
between civilized society and barbar- 
ism. For the latter may exist, in va- 
rious degrees, with the cultivation of 
science and of the arts, so that where 
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the ‘honourable species of equality. 
here referred to, is unknown or dis- 
regarded, it must be to the injury of 
all the charities of social life. 

For these reasons, we assign its 
due importance to the secondary 
branch of the constitution of the so- 
ciety, while we consider the other as 
its more immediate object. For in 
comparing the claims of the great 
fields of labour within the bounds of 
our federal compact, and of those 
exterior to it, there was felt the con- 
viction of the preponderance of the 
former, because of the more imme- 
diate relation in which they stand to 
us, and because of the greater effi- 
ciency which is likely to be the re- 
sult of community of language and 
manners; the greater ease of perpe- 
tuating the knowledge of revealed 
truth, where, although on the de- 
cline, it is not absolutely lost, ‘than 
where it is to be begun; and the less 
expense in the sending and the main- 
taining of missionaries in the former 
case, than in the latter. Neverthe- 
Jess, as it appears that the good pro- 
vidence of God is opening new pros- 
pects of the bringing of heathen peo- 
ple within the pale of the Church of 
Christ; and as pious persons, among 
ourselves, have declared their ar- 
dent wishes in favour of an opening 
of this channel for their liberality, 
the Convention have complied with 
80 pious a motion: at the same time, 
judging it a dictate of religious pru- 
dence, to leave to every subscriber 
to choose, if he should entertain a 
choice, between the two purposes 
defined. Accordingly, this is pro- 
vided for by the second article of the 
Constitution. 

It may contribute to the purpose 
of this address, to refer to the advan- 
tageous mace in the Consti- 
tution at the late Convention. In 
the first effort for the organizing of 


the society, there was the danger of |; 


its wearing the jon of a lo- 
“institution, which would have 
materially affected its support, and 
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its operations. It was not easy to 
avoid this imperfection, because of 
the necessity of there being a local 
agency, ready to act, and easily con- 
voked on concerns requiring imme- 
diate attention. By improvements 
lately made, the evil ts thought to 
be guarded against. We refer to 
the 3d, 5th, 6th and 8th articles of 
the Constitution; which provide, that 
the cast of character of the mea- 
sures shall be given at an annual 
meeting, expected to be attended by 
a respectable number of members 
not resident at the seat of the meet- 
ings of the directors; that there shall 
be a triennial meeting, co-incident 
with every stated meeting of the 
Convention, who may give a still 
more decided cast to the proceed- 
ings; that the appointment of mis- 
sionaries and the formation of auxi- 
liary societies, shall be at the said 
annual meetings; and that the con- 
stituted authorities of the several di- 
oceses shall have the control over 
any missionaries who may be sent 
within their respective bounds, and 
over any sums of money which may 
be granted to them. 

We conclude, in the spirit of the 
conclusion of the Constitution, by 
inviting all the members of our 
church to put up the prayer there 
suggested, for the blessing of God 
on the concern committed to our 
trust; not doubting that the effect of 
such a prayer, habitaally put up to 
the throne of grace, will so interest 
the affections of the supplicants, as 
to ensure their contributing of rea- 
sonable portions of their substance, 
for the accomplishing of so estima- 
ble an object of their desire. Espe- 
cially, if such persons should have 
felt the check of the admonitions of 
the Gospel on their consciences, of 
its consolations under the various 
vicissitudes of life, and of the bright 
prospects which it opens beyond the 
darkness of the grave; they will 
cheerfully bestow their preportion- 
ate aids, for the extending of those 
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benefits to regions where they, are 
now. unknown; to, the retaining of 
them in districts, in which they are 


in danger of being lost in an increas- | 


ing dissoluteness of manners; in 
short, in contributing to the reign of 
truth and righteousness, and thus 
leading on to the accomplishment 
of the object of the petition enjoined 
on us for daily use—* the doing of 
the will. of God on earth, as it is 
done in heaven.” 


By order of the Board of Directors. 
WM. WHITE, President. 


At the annual meeting of the Di- 
rectors, held at St. James’s Church 
on the 23d of May, 1822, the follow- 
ing code of by-laws was enacted, 
and several resolutions passed: 


BY-LAWS. 


I. The annual meeting of the Board 
of Directors shall be on the Thursday 
following the third Tuesday in May. 

Il. The Treasurer shall keep a list of 
all the subscribers to the Society, and 
shall produce the same at the elections 
of the Society. ’ 

lif. There shall be two Secretaries 
elected by the Board, one to be desig- 
nated the “Recording Secretary,” and 
the other the “Corresponding Secre- 
tary.” 

iV, It shall be the duty of the record- 
ing Secretary to keep the records, and 
minutes of the Board of Directors; and 
to give proper and timely notice of all 
meetings. 

V. It shall be the duty of the corres- 
ponding Secretary, to attend to the cor- 
respondence of the Board of Directors, 
and to hold it always subject to their in- 
spection, and to report at every meeting 
of the Board, the letters and communi- 
cations he may have received, and co- 
pies of the letters written by him. 

VI. The President of the Society, and 
the other bishops according to seniority, 
shal] preside, at the meetings of the 
Board, The presiding officer shall pre- 
serve order, and decide on all questions 


of order, subject to an appeal to the. 


Board, and shall appoint all committees, 
unless the Board direct otherwise. 

VI. There shall be appointed annu- 
ally by the Board of Directors,, by bal- 
lot, a committee of eight persons, of 
whom the President of the Society and 
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the corresponding. Secretary, shall be 
ex officio two, to be denominated the ex- 
ecutive committee, whose duty it shall. 
be to recommend to the Board, proper 
places, and stations for their attention; 
to recommend suitable characters to be: 
employed as missionaries; to attend to 
the comfort of missionaries; to diffuse 
intelligence for the purpose of exciting: 
an interest in favour of the society, and, 
generally to execute the resolutions of. 
the Board, in relation to missions and’ 
missionaries, They shal] keep minutes 
of their transactions, and lay the same 
before the Board at every meeting. 

Vill. In relation to missionaries ; 

Sec, 1. They shall be governed by the 
canons and liturgy of this church, in the 
performance of all the offices of their 
ministry. 

Sec, 2. They shall keep a constant 
and regular correspondence with the: 
Board of Directors, through the corres- 
ponding secretary. 

Sec. 3. They shall keep a journal of 
all their proceedings, and shall transmit 
a copy of the same to the corresponding 
secretary at least once in every three 
months. 

Sec. 4. All missionaries in the service 


| of the Society, who shall be out of the 


diocesan jurisdiction of any particular 
bishop, shali be considered as under the 
diocesan authority of the President of 
the Society. 

Sec. 5. If there should be charges 
against any missionary of this Society re- 
quiring ecclesiastical investigation, the 
Fresident may commit the process to 
any bishop more conveniently resident 
for inquiry; and the sentence of such 
bishop, after trial condedcted agreeably: 
to the forms provided in his diocess, and 
transmitted to the President of this So- 
ciety, shall be final. 


Abstract of the Proceedings of « 
Convention of the Diocess of De- 
laware, held in Christ Church, 
Dover, on Saturday, June 7th, 
and Monday, June 9th, 1823. 
The Convention was composed of 

two presbyters, and eleven lay dele- 

gates, representing eight congrega- 
tions. 

The Rev. Ralph Williston was 
appointed president, and ‘lhomas. 

Clayton secretary. 
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The convention having organized 


in the morning, adjourned till the af- | 


ternoon, when evening prayer was 
read by the Rev. Ralph Williston, 
rector of Trinity church, Wilming- 
ton, and a sermon preached by the 
Rev. Daniel Higbee, minister of St. 
Paul’s church, Georgetown; St. 
George’s chaple; St. Peter’s church, 
Lewes; Prince George’s church ; 
Christ Church, Laurel; and St. 
John’s church. 

The parochial reports furnish 
the following aggregate:—Baptisins, 
(adults 4, children 7, not specified 
35) 46—marriages 12—funerals 7 
—communicants 304. 

From the treasurer’s account it 
appears that the receipts, the past 
year, were $28, and the expenses 
$7 5; and that there is now im his 
hands $38 3. 

Thirty-two dollars were received in 
contributions from several churches. 

The following appointments were 
made :-— 


Standing Committee :—The Rev. 
Ralph Williston, the Rev. Daniel 
Higbee, Kensey Johns, and John 
Rumsey. 

Delegates to the General Con- 
vention :——The Rev. Ralph Willis- 


ton, the Rev. Daniel Higbee, the 
Rev. Robert Clay, Nicholas Ridge- 
ly, Kensey Johns, and Daniel Rod- 
ney. 

The Rev. Mr. Williston, of the 
standing committee, made the fol- 
lowing report :— 

The standing committee, to 
whom was referred the subject of 
the missions of the diocess, and who 
were authorised to apply to the Do- 
mestic and Foreign Missionary So- 
ciety of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States of 
America, for the purpose of obtain- 
ing aid in supplying this diocess with 
one or more missionaries, submit 
the — 

_ ‘That haying made application to 
the executive committee of said so- 
ciety, they were informed that two 
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hundred dollars had been appro- 
priated in aid of missions in this dio- 
cess ; but subjected to the condition, 
that this diocess form an auxiliary 
society to their society ; which being 
done, the sum of two hundred dol- 
lars will be at our disposal, in the 
employment of a missionary or mis- 
sionaries. 

We were also informed, that any 
money collected by ourselves would 
not be diverted from the use of this 
diocess, so long as it may be need- 
ed therein; but, on the contrary, that, 
what they have already appropriated 
to our use might be considered as 
only an earnest of what they would 
do for us, as soon as we shall have 
shown a disposition to help our- 
selves, by forming said auxiliary so- 
ciety. 

Your committee therefore beg 
leave to recommend the adoption of 
a constitution for the formation of an 
auxiliary society, prepared by the 
special committee appointed for 
that and other purposes. 


The Constitution of the Missionary So- 
ciety of the Diocess of Delaware, Aux- 
iliary to the Domestic and Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in the United States of 
America. 


Article I—The object of this society 
is to employ and support missionaries, 
and to supply with Christian ordinances 
such places within the diocess as may 
be destitute of a regular ministry; and 
the surplus (if any,) funds shall be trans- 
mitted to the parent society, to be ap- 
plied to domestic missions. 

Art. I1—This society shall be com- 
posed of such of the members of this 
convention, clerical and laical, and of 
such other persons as shall contribute 
one dollar by subscription annually, to 
the objects of this institution; and of 
such as shall contribute at once thirty 
dollars, which contribution shall consti- 
tute them members for life. Members 
who pay fifty dollars on subscribing 
shall be denominated patrons of the so- 
ciety. 

Art. I1I—The society shall meet 
annually at the place in which this con- 
vention shall hoid its session. The time 
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of meeting shall be on the day next 
before .the session of the convention, 
at ten o’clock, a. m. at which time a ser- 
mon shall be preached, and a collection 
made in aid of the funds of the society : 
and also on the day next following the 
third Tuesday in January in each year, 
at such place as shall be determined on 
at the annual meeting of the society. 
The preacher to be appointed by the 
resident. 

Art. IV.—The president of the con- 
vention shall, ex officio, be president of 
the society. There shall also be two 
vice presidents, one corresponding se- 
cretary, one recording secretary, one 
treasurer, and seven directors, who shall 
be chosen by ballot at each annual meet- 
ing of the society. 

Art. V.—The directors, together with 
the president and vice presidents, secre- 
taries and treasurer, and patrons of the 
society, who shall, ex officio, be direc- 
tors, shall compose a body to be denom- 
inated the board of directors, who shall 
meet annually at the place where the so- 
ciety meet, and as soon as may be after 
the meeting of the society; five members 
of this board shall be necessary to form a 
quorum. The meetings of the board of 
directors shall always be opened with 
prayer. 

Art. VI.—At the annual meetings, all 
missionary stations, and appropriations 
of money, and all laws necessary for 
their own government, and for conduct- 
ing the affairs of the missions, shall be 
made by the board of directors. Spe- 
cial meetings may be called by the pre- 
sident as often as may be necessary to 
eatry into effect the resolutions adopted 
at the annual meetings of the board.— 
At which special meetings, three mem- 
bers, including the president, shall be a 
quorum to transact business, 

Art. VII.—The treasurer shall receive 
all contributions which shall be made to 
the society, and enter them in detail; 
and present a statement of his accounts 
annually, or oftener if required, to the 
board of directors. He shall not pay 
money unless on an order from the board, 
signed by the president. 

Art. VIII.—The board of directors 
shall at every meeting of the society, pre- 
sent a detailed report of their proceed- 
ings; which, if approved and adopted by 
the society, shall (as soon as may be) be 
presented by their president to the pa- 
rent society, as the report of the society. 

Art. IX.—The present convention 
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shall elect, by ballot, the officers provid- 
ed for by the fourth article of this act, 
till the first stated meeting of the socie- 
ty: and the first meeting of the board of 
irectors shall take place at Dover, on 
the third Wednesday in October next. 
Art. X¥.—This convention may, at any 
time in future, alter or amend'the fore- 
going constitution. 
W hich, on motion, was adopted; 
And the following persons were 
elected officers of the society, viz: 
Vice-presidents, the Rev. Daniel 
Higbee, John Cummins; correspon- 
ding secretary, Nicholas ‘Ridgely; 
recording secretary, Joshua Gordon 
Brinckle; treasurer, Kensey Johns; 
directors, Samuel Paynter, Charles 
M. Cullen, Outten Davis, William 
Dunning, James Booth, jun. Henry 
M. Ridgely, Dr. John Brinckle. 
The Rev. Mr. Williston submit- 
ted the following address, which was 
concurred in by the convention, via: 


To the Members of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in Delaware. 
Dear Bretruren :-—We cannot, 
without emotions of the most lively 
joy, without expressing the feelings 
of the sincerest gratitude towards 
the Author of all good, announce to 


_you the formation of a missionary 


society, auxiliary to the Domestic 
and Foreign Missionary Society of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
whose first object is to employ mis- 
sionaries among you, and furnish 
you with the ordinances and sacra- 
ments of our church. Henceforth, 
our diocess will not bea stranger to 
that great and all-important associa- 
tion, whose object is to aid in evan- 
gelizing the whole human family.— 
Our diocess has become auxiliary 
to that institution with great eager- 
ness. And it is hoped that our opu- 
lent families will duly feel that they 
cannot make a better use of their 
money thas by si ga ng 
to contribute towards the promulga- 
tion of the holy gospel, and due ad- 
ministration of the holy sacrame 
Our destitute congregations will hail 





the missionaries whom you shall 
send them, and thank you for the be- 
nefit. Our youth, taught by them 
daily, to love and fear God, to love 
public order and religious institu- 

tions, to reverence the holy sacra- 
ments, to honour their parents, and 
to practise every Christian virtue, 
will, rising up, call you blessed.— 
Our churches will be repaired, our 
congregations enlarged, and a more 
ardent attachment to the institutions 
of our venerable church be the hap- 
py result of your bounty. This isa 
primary object of the parent society. 
That society has nothing in view but 
the glory of God, and the promul- 
gation of that light of the glorious 
gospel, the beneficial rays of which 
the divine Saviour intended for the 
enlightening of all nations. 

We have cordially united with her 
in her laudable work, in order to as- 
sist each other by counsel, mutual 
support, and fraternal communica- 
tions. Having nothing in view but 
the glory of God, and the edification 
of his church, if we embrace the 
means of centralizing our operations, 
it is merely in order, by labouring 
with one consent, to labour more 
effectually. The impulse, once giv- 
en, communicates itself from the 
one to the other. And we bless 
God for having received it, for ena- 
bling us to impart it to our brethren, 
and to behold this auxiliary society, 
which has so happily been formed 
by us; on the point of communicat- 
ing it again to many branch societies 
within this diocess. 

We feel it our duty, brethren to 
acknowledge how useful the parent 
society is disposed to be unto this 
diocess. Already has she manifest- 
ed her will cae oho us—and we re- 

beral opriation as a 
but, above 
nent of that 
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she not hail the rising society; with 
what gratitude will she not receive 
the first report of our success; and 
with what zeal will she not answer 
to our call for aid, by acknowledg- 
ing it as the common centre of ope- 
rations for this diocess, and by sup- 


porting it by her donations? Surely 
we cannot.in vain have made men- 
tion of these proofs of zeal for so 
good acause. She who has afford- 
ed them will repeat them; and every 
one of us shall feel, that, being a 
member of this society, he must 
strive with all his might to increase 
its blessed influence. 

Let us not wait for results; but let 
us study to produce them. Let. us 
not consider our brethren in faith, 
our friends, as less inclined than our- 
selves to take a lively interest in the 
re-edification of our apostolic church 
in this diocess, and to march in con- 
cert with us towards our great ob- 
ject;—this object vou all know is to 
do good to our desolate Zion, by 
employing missionaries among us. 

Nothing can more powerfully en- 
gage us to do so, than the services 
which we are capable of rendering 
to our destitute congregations.— 
Scattered, as they are, over the sur- 
face of the state, too seldom edified 
by the preaching of our clergy, who, 
notwithstanding their ardent zeal, 
can only visit their far disseminated 
congregations at great intervals of 
time, our brethren have the great- 
er need of zealous missionaries.— 
That the zeal of our members may 
be fostered, their religious feelings 
deepened, their morals preserved in 
their purity, and that Christian faith 
and practice may be nourished and 
increased in the hearts and lives of 
all: abundantly to supply the means 
by which, under the divine blessing, 
these results may be obtained, is a 
duty we uwe to God and his church; 
is a right which nothing should 
cause ustorenounce. No, nothing 
ought to hinder any one Episcopa- 
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wish to make of his time, and of his 
fortune, in order to obtain such no- 
ble results. 

This appeal is made to all Epis- 
copalians who sincerely desire the 
prosperity. of our church. Every 
one is expected to do his duty.— 
The object is most noble and excel- 
lent. Itis intimately connected with 
the glory of God, and the happiness 
of man. Labours for this object 
may justly be expected to result in 
extensive and essential benefits. 


Resolved, That the next stated meet- 
ing of the convention be held at Dover. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the con- 
vention be given to the president, for 
his attention to the business of the con- 
vention; and to the Rev. Mr. Higbee, for 
the excellent sermon delivered by him 
this day. 

The sacrament of the Lord’s sup- 
per having been administered on 
Sunday, and there being nothing fur- 
ther to come before the convention, 
it assembled on Monday, and ad- 
journed without a day. 


Constitution of the Theological Society of 
the General Seminary, adopted at New 
Haven, on Monday the 30th of Septem- 
ber, 1820, and revised at New York, on 
Monday the 23d of December, 1822. 
Article 1. This society shall be 

denominated 7he Theological Soci- 

ety of the General Theological Se- 
minary of the Protestant Episcopal 

Church in the United States. 
Art.2. The object of this society 

shall be, as determined by the Sta- 

tutes, (chap. x.) viz. “for the pur- 
pose of discussing questions, deli- 
vering theses or sermons, declama- 
tion, and exercises in reading, and 

for other objects connected with li- 

terary and theological improvement; 

and particularly for such religious 
exercises as are calculated to excite 
and cherish evangelical affection and 
pious habits.” 

Art. 3. This society shall be com- 
posed of the students of the above- 
mentioned seminary. 
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Art. 4, One half of the members 
shall constitute a quorum. 

Art. 5, One of the professors shall 
preside at each meeting of the soci- 
ety, agreeably to such ments 
as may be made by the faculty. 

rt. 6. At the first regular meet- 
ing of the society in each session, 
there shall be chosen, by ballot, a 
vice-president and secretary, who 
shall enter upon the duties of their 
offices at the next regular meeting 
after their election: and the society 
shall have power to supply any va- 
cancies in these offices at any regu- 
lar meeting. 

Art. 7. The vice-president shall 
preside at all meetings of the socie- 
ty, in the absence of the professors. 
And, if the vice-president also be 
absent, the society shall elect a 
chairman. 

Art. 8. The presiding officer shall 
take the question on all motions, ap- 
point all committees, determine all 
questions of order; and, if he think 
proper, may give his opinion on all 
subjects of debate immediately after 
their discussion. 

Art. 9. It shall be the duty of the 
secretary to record all the proceed- 
ings of the society, keep all its books 
and papers, and act also as treasurer. 

Art, 10. The society shall meet 
as provided for by the Statutes (chap. 
x.) weekly, on Saturday, oron such 
other day as may be appointed by 
the by-laws. 

Art. 11. Every meeting of the 
society shall be opened and closed 
with offices of devotion, appointed 
by the faculty. 

Art. 12. The second regular meet- 
ing in each year, and every second 
subsequent meeting, shall be appro- 
priated to such religious exercises 


as are aan and che- 
rish evan ffec 

habits. Bor thi this | purpose, ve 
propriate devotions 

the faculty, a member shall. read 4 a 


dissertation on some C 
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of which the members shall be in- 
vited to make remarks, with a view 
to tueir advancement in. the graces 
and virtues of the Christian life, and 
in the dispositions and habits requir- 
ed by the holy calling for which they 
are preparing. And the other meet- 
ings shall be appropriated to decla- 
mation, the reading of a thesis on 


some theological topic, and the dis- | 


cussion of some question in divinity. 

Art, 13. By-laws may be made at 
any meeting of the society, by a ma- 
jority of the votes of the members 
present; but the by-laws shall be 
submitted to the faculty at their next 
meeting, and, if disapproved of by 
them, shall be thenceforward re- 
pealed. 

Art. 14, Amendments to this con- 
stitution may be proposed either by 
the faculty, or by the society, and 
when adopted by either, shail be re- 
ported to the other; and, on being 
adopted by two-thirds of each, shall 
be considered as a part of this con- 
stitution. 


(>? The Editors of the Churchman’s 
Magazine, the Gospel Advocate, and the 
Washington Theological Repertory, are 
requested to give the above constitution 
an insertion in their respective works. 

[ Christian Journal. 


ACTS OF THE CHURCH. 
ORDINATIONS. 

On Thursday, the 5th of June 
last, Mr. John M. Jones, of Beaver 
township, Guernsey, Ohio, was ad- 
mitted to the holy order of deacons, 
by ‘he Rt. Rev. Bishop Chase. 

On Sunday, the 8th of June last, 
in St. Paul’s Church, Chilicothe, the 
Rev. Philander Chase, jun. minis- 
ter of St. jones Sa Zanes- 


ORDINATIONS,~-—-CONFIRMATIONS. 
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On the 30th of June, in Stamford, 
Conn. the Rev. Ambrose S. Todd, 
deacon, was admitted by the Right 
Rev. Bishop Brownell, to the holy 
order of the Priesthood. 

On July 29th, in Chester, Conn., 
Mr. Willian Shelton was admitted 
by the Right Rev. Bishop Brow- 
nell, to the holy order of Deacons. 

On Tuesday, the 5th of August, 
the Rev. George W. Doane, Dea- 
con, was admitted te the holy order 
of Priests—and Mr. Cornelius R. 
Duffie to the holy order of Deacons, 
by the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart, 
in the city of New York. 

On Wednesday the 4th of June, 
1823, in the episcopal church at Me- 
riden, during the session of the con- 
vention, the Rev. L. B. Hull, and the 
Rev. J. M. Garfield, were admitted 
to the holy order of priests, by the 
Right Rev. T. C. Brownell, D. D. 
bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the state of Connecticut. 

On Sunday morning, Aug. 24, 
in Christ Church in Philadelphia, 
Mr. Bowman of Wilksbarre (Penn.) 
was admitted to the holy order of 
Deacons, by the Right Rev. Bishop 
White. 

On Friday, the 5th of Sept. (inst.} 
the Rev. James Pilmore, Deacon, 
Minister of Trinity Church, Nat- 
chez, Mississippi, was admitted to 
the holy order of Priests, by the Rt. 
Rev. Bishop White, in St. Peter’s 
Church, in this city—An appropri- 
ate exhortation was delivered by the 
Rev. Dr. Abercrombie. The Rev. 
Dr. Pilmore, the Rev. Mr. Kemper, 
and the Rev. Mr. De Lancey, were 
present and assisting. 


CONFIRMATIONS, 


On Sunday, the 7th Sept. (inst.} 
the holy rite of confirmation was 
administered by the Rt. Rev. Bishop 
White, at St. James’s Church, Per- 
kiomen, to 45 persons. 

_- On Sunday, the 27th August, a 
Confirmation was held in the Church 








hoi Richmond Hill, Virginia, by the 
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Rt. Rev. Bishop Moore; at which 
time 43 persons were admitted to 
that holy rite. 

The same day the Rev. William 
H.. Hart was instituted Rector of 
the Church by the Bishop. 


CONSECRATIONS, &c. 


On Saturday, June 14th, St. Ste- 
phen’s Church, in Wilkesbarre, was 
consecrated to the worship of Al- 
mighty God, by the Right Reverend 
William White, Bishop of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church, in the 
Diocess of Pennsylvania, assisted 
by the Rev. Jackson Kemper, the 
Rev. Charles Dupuy and the Rev. 
Samuel Sitgreaves, the Rector of 
the Church. Morning prayer was 
read by the Rev. Mr. Kemper, and 
the consecration sermon preached 
by the venerable Bishop. This dis- 
course was a mass of learning and 
of wisdom highly appropriate to the 
occasion, and delivered with a de- 
gree of distinctness and emphasis 
rarely found in an individual at the 
“pood old age of 75 years.” 

At same time was performed the 
ancient and interesting rite of Confir- 
mation. Forty-one persons receiv- 
ed the apostolic benediction of the 
Bishop, by the ‘laying on of his 
hands.’ The scene and the services 
of the day were in the highest degree 
impressive and instructive. 

On the ensuing Sunday morning, 
the Rev. Samuel Sitgreaves was or- 
dained by the Bishop to the Holy 
order of the Priesthood. The morn- 
ing prayers were read by the Rev. 
Mr. Dupuy, and the ordination ser- 
mon, an eloquent and evangelical 
discourse, was delivered with great 
effect by the Rev. Mr. Kemper. 

Immediately afterwards the com- 
munion was administered to 43 per- 
sons. The services of this day were 
equally interesting and impressive 
with those of the day preceding. 

The Church at both periods was 
crowded by numerous and attentive 
audiences, assembled from all parts: 
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of the surrounding country; many 
had even attended from a distance 
of 70 miles. We trust that the 
blessing of Almighty God will ac- 
company these ministrations, and 
forever rest upon the beautiful edi- 
fice dedicated to his sacred worship. 
[ Susquehanna Democrat. 


On Thursday, July Sist, 1823, 
St. James’s church, near Stanton, 
Delaware, was consecrated to the 
worship of Almighty God, by the 
Right Rev. Wilham White, D. D. 
bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the diocess of Pennsylva- 
nia. The morning service was read 
by the Rev. Mr. Weller, of the dio- 
cess of Maryland, and a discourse, 
appropriate to the occasion, was de- 
livered by the Rev. Mr. Bedell, rec~ 
tor of St. Andrew’s church, Phila- 
delphia.—The Rev. Robert Clay, 
rector of the church, and the Rev. 
Messrs. Williston and Brinckley 
were also present. 

It is interesting to remark the 
progress of the church in Delaware. 
It is not long since the vestry at 


| Newcastle enlarged their ancient 


building, and made it a beautiful 
church, which has been finished with 
a very fine clock in the steeple, the 


| workmanship of Lukens of this city, 
| St. James’s church has, for a num- 








ber of years, been connected with 
the church of Newcastle under the 
pastoral care of the Rev. Robert 
Clay. The old building in which 
the congregations had worshiped 
having gone much to decay, the 
present church has been built with- 
ina very short distance, and is a 
building which reflects great credit 
on all who have been engaged, par- 
ticular on Mr. Barker, whose zeal 
and persevering industry is beyond 
praise. It isa stone ng, near- 
ly square, finished with galleries and 
every convenience for the purp 

intended. An air of great neatnhess 
runs through the whole. The site 
‘on which the church is built is one 
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«ae greatest beauty. The build- 
ing is near ove extremity of a ten 
acre lot (the property of the church) 
of the most majestic oaks, whose 
deep rich foliage occasionally hide 
it from view. There is a repose 
and beauty about the scenery, which 
seem fitted to cherish the feelings 
of devotion, and the world appears 
as it were shut out. The grave- 
yard surrounding the old charch 
has many a tomb stone which tells 
the brief story of those who an hun- 


dred years ago had come up to that | 


place to worship. 
There were many circumstances 


which rendered the day peculiary in- | 
The ruins of the old 

church, which is one of the most an- | 
cient which is to be found in this | 
section of the country—a new and | 
handsome building erected by the | 
persevering efforts of a few staunch | 
friends—the venerable Bishop of | 


teresting. 


Pennsylvania, whose life has been 
coeval with the history of the Ame- 
rican church—a congregation so 
large that probably not more than 
one half were in the interior of the 


building, and composed of persons | 
of the first respectability—many of 


the clergy from different dioceses, 


who took part in the exercises of the | 
| been conferred:— 


occasion—and tie circuinstance of a 
neat and commodious building, in 
which the congregation can worship 
God after the manner of their fa- 
thers,—all unite to impress the mind 
with feelings of no ordinary descrip- 
tion. May the great Head of the 
church, to whom this temple is dedi- 
cated, condescend to bless the un- 
dertaking; and may that Gospel 
which is the power of God unto sal- 
vation, be there preached, till the 
aie of the. howd have no more 

rthly 2s, but shall 


in that tem- 
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always characterized him, made a 
rural table under the fine spreading 
oaks, and such of the company as 
saw fit to remain, partook of a sub- 
stantial dinner which had been pre- 
pared for the occasion—a blessing 
from the throne of grace being asked 
by the Bishop, to accompany the re- 
ception of the creatures of a bounti- 
ful Providence.— Phila, Recorder. 


Juniata, ( Pa.) Aug. 26. 

The corner stone of an Episcor 
pal Church was this day laid in the 
borough of Lewistown. The so- 
lemnities commenced at the Court 
House, at 10 A. M.; where the 
morning service of the church was 
performed, and a discourse deliver- 
ed from the 2d verse of the 84th 
Psalm, by the Rev. Norman Nasu. 
The procession then moved to the 
place where the stone was laid, in 
which was deposited the Bible, the 
Book of Common Prayer, and an 
appropriate inscription. 


HONORARY DEGREES. 


At the late public Commence- 
ments of the different Colleges, the 
following degrees of D. D. have 


Columbia College, New York—The Rt. 
Revd. Joan S. Rave nscnort, Bishop of 
North Carolina. The same degree was 
conferred on Bishop Ravenscroft, by the 
University of North Carolina. 

Union College, New York—The Rev. 
JonaTHan Wainnicut, Recror of Grace 
Church, City of New York. 

University of Pennsylvania—The Rev. 
Cuvracaitt Ruvp, Recror of St. John’s 
Church, Elizabethtown, New Jersey, 

pan | 
NOTICE, 

The annual meeting of the Education 
Society of Maryland and Virginia, will 
be held in Christ Church, Alexandria, on 
Thursday the 30th of October next, at 
11 o’clock, A.M. The anniversary Ser- 
mon will be preached by the Rev. Mr. 
Hewsu w, of Baltimore, anda collection 
made for the benefit of the Society, All 





1823. 


the officers and members of the Society 
are requested to be punctual in their at- 
tendance. All the brethren of the cler- 

and laity, who are friendly to the ob- 
jects of this Society, and are disposed to 
aid in promoting its usefulness and pros- 
perity, are earnestly invited to attend on 
this occasion. 

WM. HAWLEY, Sec’ry. 


—= 
For the Repertory. 


Baltimore, Sept. 1823. 
Messrs. Epirors: I send you a 
brief Obituary of a beloved brother 
and faithful servant of Christ; which 


I desire you to insert in your truly 


excellent publication.’ H. N.G. 


OBITUARY. 


The Rev. Jorpan Gray, of the 
Eastern Diocess, was born in Arlington, 
Vermont. From his youth, he was deep- 
ly impressed with a sense of the impor- 
tance of religion. Although he was a 
young man of unquestionable integrity 
and strict morality in his external con- 
duct, he was convinced that he was a 
sinner in the sight of God, and unless 
some change was wrought in his charac- 
ter, he felt assured that he could never 
enjoy the presence of his Maker. This 


conviction he endeavored to suppress, | 


by eagerly engaging in the amusements 
and gaieties of youth. But the voice of 
God continued, in mercy, to follow him 
through all changes of outward condi- 
tion: and in the autumn of 1817, though 


now a husband and father, he felt that | 


one thing was needful,—yea, that with- 
out an interest in the redemption which 
is by Christ Jesus, he must perish. The 
preaching of the Gospel had now acquir- 
ed an intense interest in his mind, and 
he listened te discourses with the deep- 
est and most prayerful attention, which 
a few months before would have passed 
him as the idle wind. Though called 
upon by the exigencies of his situation, 
to devote much time and care to the 
maintainance of his family, he cuuld not 
forget a higher concern, which related 
to the future destinies of his soul. In 
reading the scriptures, in attendance up- 
on public and social religious meetin 

he was unremitting: and it seemed to 

his sole inquiry —“what must I, a wretch- 
ed, undone sinner, do to be saved,” His 


impressions of sorrow for sin, of deep 
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| on the promises of his word. 


| congregation as a lay reader. 
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self-abasement on account of his trans 
gressions, were never exchanged for joy 
and triumphant assurance. But through 
the rich grace of God, he was enabled 
to enjoy peace in believing; and while 
the thoughts of his own impurity and 
guilt, always filled him with fear and 
trembling, a view of the amazing love of 
God in Christ, kindled hope in his soul, 
and produced a comforting reliance up- 
The em- 
barrassment of his wordly circumstances 


| could not now prevent him from attempt- 


ing a preparation for the Gospel Minis- 
try. No argument could persuade him 
that he ought not to become a labourer 
in his Master’s vineyard; so strong and 
unabating was his desire to proclaim to 
others that Gospel which was: now so 
precious to himself. In the spring of 
1819, he removed toa neighboring town, 
where he was emploved by a destitute 
in this 
service he continued for more than two 


years, diligently engaged in improving 


his mind, and in doing good among the 


| people. 


Towards the close of the vear 1821, 
he presented himself for deacon’s orders; 
and though his literary acquirements 


| were scanty, yet such were his endow- 
'ments of nature and grace, that there 
| was no hesitation in admitting him to the 
| sacred office. 
tion, he was settled in the parishes of 


Shortly after his ordina- 


Berkshire and Montgomery, in the north 


| part of the state of Vermont; and soon 
assisted in organizing another parish in 








| 


the adjoining town of Enosburg. In 
this situation he had laboured but little 
more than a year, when, in the height of 
his activity and usefulness, and while 
enjoying the full confidence and affec- 
tion of the people under his care, he was 
suddenly removed from his earthly toils 
to his heavenly rest. On the 7th of 
April last, being called to attend the fu- 
neral of a child, at some distance from 
home, he had occasion to pass a consi- 
derable river, which was much raised by 
a recent freshet, and the bridge carried 
away. With two other men, and a lad 
of about fourteen, he attempted the pas- 
sage in a small canoe. As soon as they 
reached the main current of the stream, 
they were all thrown in vin 
river, The other two men, wit 
difficulty, reached the shore; " 


Et 


pears probable that Mr. 
been unencumbered, migt 
the same. Bat as he fell into the water, 


the boy clasped around him, and both 
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soon disappeared. Nearly six weeks af- | 
ter the melancholy event, the body of | 
Mr. Gray was taken up, about two miles 
down the river; but the bedy of the lad 
was not found till some time after that 
period. 

- Thus a faithful and promising young 
clergyman has been suddenly taken a- 
way; three parishes, that had anticipated 
much prosperity under his care, are left 
destitute; and what is above all things 
affecting, a wife and two children, who 
had a fair prospect of a competent and 
respectable support, are thrown into 
complete indigence, ard must depend 
on friends for subsistence. The time is 
shert! Let ministers improve the mo- 
ments as they pass; and let the people 
profit by the ministry of the word and 
the means of grace; for soon all these 
privileges will be taken away, and every 
ones account will be sealed up for judg- 
ment. 


ee 


FOREIGN. 


RECENT INTELLIGENCE FROM ENGLAND. 
Departure of the Bishop of Calcutta for 
ndia. 

The Consecration of the Rev. 
Dr. Heber to the Episcopal Office 
took place in the Chapel of Lam- 
beth Palace, on Sunday, Ist of June. 

His Lordship was present at the 
monthly meeting of the Committee 
of the Church Missionary Society, 

-beld on Monday the 9th of June; 
and stated that he wished to return 
his thanks to the Committee for the 
confidence reposed in him, by plac- 
ing at his dispesal the sum of £1000, 
which had been voted to Bishop’s 
College for 1822: he had reason to 
believe that the sum might be most 
advantageously applied, in placing 
the Printing Department of the Col- 
lege on an efficient footing; but, on 
his arrival at Calcutta, he would 
conker, op t t ap perpriation of 
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tirely approved the principles on 
which the Society’s Missions in the 
East had been conducted, and was 
proceeding to his destination with 
the most cordial disposition to ren- 
der them every assistance in his 
power.—His Lordship, on leaving 
the Committee, was assured by the 
Chairman, Major-General Charles 


‘| Neville, of the lively interest which 


the Members felt in his welfare, and 
of their desire to concur in any mea- 
sures which he might suggest for 
advancing the Society’s designs in 
India, and that their earnest prayers 
would be offered for his continued 


‘health and for the Divine Blessing 


on his important labours. The Bish- 
op replied, that he was much grati- 
fied by this expression of the feel- 
ings of the Committee, and that he 
was deeply conscious of the value 
of their prayers in reference to the 
arduous duties of the Station to 
which Divine Providence had been 
pleased to call him. 

On Thursday the 12th of June, 
his Lordship preached the Annual 
Sermon, at St. Paul’s Cathedral, at 
the Meeting of the Charity Children 
of the Metropolis. from that part of 
our Lord’s message to John—7o 
the Poor, the Gospel is preached. 

On Friday the 13th, at a Special 
Meeting of the Christian Knowledge 
Society, His Grace the Archbishop 
of Canterbury in the Chair, a Vale- 
dictory Address to the Bishop of 
Calcutta was delivered, on behalf of 
the Society, by the Bishop of Bristol. 

His Lordship embarked, with 
Mrs. Heber, on board the Com- 
pany’s Ship “Thomas Grenville,” 
Captain W. Manning, at the Lower 
Hope, on the 16th of June, and sail- 
ed the sameday. [ P. Recorder. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
Przster, on the inexpediency of read- 
ing the ante-communion service; AN E- 
PISCOPALIAN, in reply to Prester’s first 
communication, and Piaixs Caurcaman’s 
complaints against Conventional Jour- 
nals, are on file for insertion. 





